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Right WYorſhipfull 
| DoGtor, 
JOHN WORTHI NGTON 
Vice-Chancellouy, 
And the reſt of the Heads, 


Together 


With the Fellowes, of the ſeverall 
Colledges in the Univerſity 
of CAMBRIDGE, 


Right Worſhipfull and Reverend, 
Hawe made bold to prefixe| 
your Names to this ſhort 
Diſcourſe, ſince you were 

pleafed to honour it with Jour 
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courteous acceptance, I cannot 


| otherwiſe T ſhould juſtly enter- 


| conveniently be ſpoken for want 


| form you ; 5 vauas nap y1obes of pv7us QuAes | 
: we av agyis mndwniws ephaapuol; 8 abyT 


but pay it down as your own by 
gratctu] acknowledgment.'The 
Benignity of which I have had 
experience, makes me confident 
the ſecond time : your Candor 
takes off thoſe feares , which 


taine, upon the x 6.7 A of your 
Judgement. I hawe here repre- 
ſented to your eyes what you 
heard, with 8 ſmall addition 
of ſome things, which could not 


of time, which was then more 
—_ ordinarily, but wery juſtly, 
ſhortened by the Commemora- 
tion. 


My deſigne in the choice of 


this Argument was not to in- 


i. $ :,, only 


_— 


2 Dedicatory. 


ewnite; But, as it is one of the 
great Truths taught by onr 
learned and pious Mother, of 
whom Freceived it,and confirn- 
ed with the teſtimony of all Pro- 
teſtant Churches, ſo when | 
weighed the Importance of it, 
I thought there was ſcarce any 
thing, that could be known,more 
neceflary, ard conſidering ſome 
things, which T ſhall by and by 
ſet down, I judged it not un- 
{caſonable. 

I. was ſatisfied as to the Im- 
portance of- zt, ſince it includes 
the Fundamentall concern- 
ments . of Chriſtian Religi- 
on and the opening of it diſco-|' 
vers the . ſtrong. Pillars upon}, 
which -it leanes, and ſhewes| 
written . upon them clear teſtt- 


monies; that ithume fn Gygd;, a 
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by. the conſaderation of which, 
well . meaning. Chriſtians will 

rengthen a rational] belief in 
God, aid eaſily perceive that 
Unbclievers , of what ſort ſoe-! 


wer, are not ſuch, becauſe the 
Chriſtian Religion doth not 
give proofe of its Truth, but| 
becauf, e they have either by ſome 


ſad miſ-hap loſt the faculty of 


believing moſt neceſſary Truths, 


jor becauſe' ſomething or other 


doth hinder them from conſide- 
ring that which is more then 
ufficiently credible. 

Not that T preſmme to com- 
prebend all thoſe things which 
belong to the full explication of 
ſo great 4 matter, much leſſe 


to compriſe them in this ſmat 


- [Treatiſe C for that I may ſay 
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prurn tuner) but however it will 
briefly exhibit ſeveral things 
towards the vindication of di- 
vine Trath from Atheiltical 
unbelievers, for the juſtifica» 
tion of our profeſſion againſt 
Romiſh aſperſions , ſome of | 


which are foul enough; and take, 


off that which is ſaid againſt; 
the perteGion -of the Scrip- 
tures by dreaming Enthufiaſts; 
and ſo may poſſibly contribute 
ſomething to -undeceive ſome 
which are in erroxr , 6r relcue 
from temptation an — 
ſoule. 

Indeed the comprehenſi ive]. 
ſence of this Truth , That the 
holy Scripture does perfetly, 
contain, ; 2206 Pvinly bſcorer 
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all things neceſfary to falvati- | 
on,” doth inchide the Defence 
of -our Saviours honour , 1he 
Demonſtration of the Grace 
and Wildome of the divine 
Providence ,: and the Churches 
ſecurity iz point of ſalvation. 
As for the honour of our 
Lord and Saviour, how ſhall 
that be ſafe, if it can be proved, 
that when he came to declare 
Gods mind to ws, he went 
ome again ,: having done but 
half his errand? if bezng to 
hands an Epiſtle from God to 
us, be Feft ſome of the main cone. ; 
cernments of it , to be ſupplied 
in a Poſticript, to be written by 
Kh any that would take up his Pen? 
" +»,Y4 ad being about to make his own 
* %e\will, hewas ſo forgetful of that 
© Tahich 3x: to. becdone;.in ſuch a 
8 , > Fo bart Sf OP 
4.#. *4% Es earner, .%; matter. 
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matter, that he left out many 
principal things, to be inſerted 


dicills? 

But it mas quite otherwiſe; 
for Chriſt in the cloſe of his Ser< 
'mons declareth plainly, that be 
had perfeGted the Revelation of 
neceſſary DaQrine , ſaying a 


little before his Death , Go and 


preach what I have taught you, 
and thoſe which believe, ſhall be 


ſawed. 


dome of divine Providence, 


| bow can they but ſuffer, if God, 


pretending a -great love to the 
happineſſe of Man-kind,, hath 
either not appointcd ſufficient |, 
means for their ſalvation, or 
not let them know what inal, 
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[be not plain, what wiſdom was| 
it to write our higheſt concern- 
| ments in ſuch words as we can- 
not nndeeſtand ? If they be not 
perfe&t, bow is bis good will 
| reall ? for having given us but 
122 imperfeCt rotice of our way 
Ithere , he doth not mention any 
power to make the ſupply , or 
fay whone he would 1ntruſt 
Iw7th it. 
From both of theſe , the inle- 
curity of our Alvation is a ne- 
ceflary conſequence. For how 
fball we attain ſo great an 
end, with uncertain and infut- 
ficient meanes? But as our Ma- 
* [ſter, that would have all men 
_ **Jto be ſaved, and come to the 
knowledge of theTruth,tanght 

" {all that Truth before he, left this 
| vx ; johe range Luke, 


'-- 
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ſander, Padre Paulo ©» Piche- 


rellus, for their) moderation,}: ' 


Dedicatory. 


in :u dis Preface to the Hiſtory of 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, af- 
firmes that what Chriſt taught 


before his death, and till thel, - 


Aſcenſion was written by him- 
ſelf, not long after. 

The Truth of theſe things 
doth ſo diftreſſe thoſe that en- 
deavour to believe againſt it, 
that they are fain to ſurmon 


their wits to find evaſions from| 


the mighty power of it. To ſalve 
the Honour of our Maſter , one 
whom Crelly ſele&s as the in- 
comparable aſſertor of Roman 
opinions, and therefore chuſeth 
him for the chief guide of his 


Apoſtafie from the Proteſtant 


Church ( hawing rejefed Cal- 


| Ex20009- 
logeſiss 
| Cap. 32- 


_ 22, 


= forgotten that, ten Chapters [ 


NS 
C=E 


| before, he profeſſed to chuſe ſ e ſuch 


* Pref, 
[Reled. 


incip. 
4 do 
1 &rmali- 
lum, 
Printed 


- 2 year 


after 
& | Dot@or 
 IMhitta- 
hers 

death, 
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as had expreſſed themſelues 
moſt moderately,ond allowing 
the greateſt latitude) wiz. Sta- 

pleton ſayes, X That, what they 
1d: to the Scriptures , is not 
aliad a Chriſto (quod eflet ab 
illo recederc) ſed aScripturis. 
A pretty Sophiſme ! As if the 
ſubje&is of a lawful Prince, ma- 
kings ſuch additions as they 

pleaſe to his Lawes, could de- 
fend themſelves by ſaying they 
added not aliud a Rege, ſed I 


| Legibus, (1. ec.) 4 a ſubje& doth 


not  derogate from the K ings Ho- 
nour, though he accuſe his Go- 
yerament of -ImperfeQion, and 
| þzs Lawes of Inſufficiencie. 

To avoid this Imputarion, 


.:| he ſaye$,as his.Partngrs do, that 


" Cr ere Deegan , and] 
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ave them authority to teach! 
other things beſides the Scrip-! 
rures, (przter illas muita do-! 
cere.) But as this power is 
very great ( for he ſayes of it, 
Tantum ſane ac tale eſt eorum 
miniſtertum,ut eorum vox,do-! 
Arina, teſtimonium fundamen- 
ti vice nobis efſet,non ſecus at- 
que ipſ1us vox, doctrina, teſtt- 
monium fandamentum verita- 
tis fuit, (z.e.) That their word, 
dodrine, and teſtimony, is no 
lefſe a foundation to us, then 
the Word, Doctrine, and Te- 
ſtimony of Chriſt, is the foun- 
dation of Truth: ) So being 
welt aware , that whoſoever 
ſbould lay claim to it , either 
thoſe fifty bold mercenaries at 
Trent, who calle themſelves 
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Dedicatory.. | 
other Aſſembly of Papilts , the 
{ Pope in his chaire, or the Ro- 
miſh Church ander any capaci- 
ty, if perchance they ſball ever 
agree, as they have not yet, up- 
on any , that they joyntly pro- 
| zounce Infallible, would be que- 
ftioned concerning the Right- 
fulneſſe of the Title, he endea-| 
wours therefore toframe them 4 
Commiſſion out of ſeveral 
Scriptures; by, which, as be 
doth acknowledge the Soveraign' 
Authority of the Scriptures ,ſo, 
[with what poor ſucceſſe be en- 
Ideavours t0 get Countenance 
from them for his boldaeſſe, will 
eaſily appear , if one do but re- 
[peat the Scriptures , which he 
lalledgeth, and joyn with them 
, their true and plain Interpre- 
| tatigns'. mhych” I doimore wil-f 
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| the efteem of his followers, that 


| hawe ſought in vain) thongh 
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lingly endeavour, though 1 fear 
to be tedious, for two reaq- 
ſons. 


. I. Firſt, becauſe they are 
/ ach conſe derable quotations tt 


for want of better, (which they 


| they be ſufficiently impertineut, 
they are fain to make uſe of 
them ſtill. 

2. S econdly,ber luſe their In- 
terpretations , #hich are owr 
Anſwers to them, may enable 
ſome that are weak FO defend 
themſelves againft dilputers, 
who ſball endeavour ts d; Come. 
poſe the quierneſſe of their zrue 
beliefe from. acknowledged 
grounds of faith milinterpre- 
ted. . 


. His frf es. if, He, that 


heareth 
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heareth you, heareth me, &&. 
May they therefore ſay what 
they wall?. theſe words were 
ſpoken to the Apoſtles , whom 
Chrift commanded to preach,and 
told them what they ſkould ſay; 
and the Church tow,ſpeaking as 
it onght , declares nothing but 
what Chriſt ſail before, for ne- 
ceſlaries,and whatſoever it doth 
according to h” ſayings, is war- 
ranted by hiOmthority , and ſo 
he that heareth them , heareth 


|Chrift. But what proof is here 


for ſaying any thing elſe beſides 


that which is written ? 


}.others, bu it was by 


The ſecond 1s; You are the 
1:ght of the world, &c. Tes, ſo 
they were ; for Chriſt ſbined up- 
on them, and they enlightened 
the reflext- 


Dedicatory. 


their writings are like Lan- 


| [Orme But th; ſe Popiſh Tradi- 
[tions are [ike new thick horn; 
| th rough which WeECceamnmor diſc CFMR 
[th old Apoſtolical Truth, ozly 
it olimmers throuch thoſe poles 
; Thich are neceſſarily left opeir, 
| becauſe their ode ſtiffe Was ir- 


| reconcileably unfit to be cloſe and | 


i handſomly joyned in one entire 
| body with the werities of the 
written Word. 

The third is, You ſhall be my 
witnefſes in Jeruſalem, in Ju- 
dxa, in Samaria,and to the ends 
of the earth. It's true, the Apo- 


Truths that he taught them, and; 


thorns of tralparent | olafle , zz 
which that divine lis bt 1s pre= 
ſerved , an1 thron? h which it | 


Ee _— 


ſtles were Chriſts wiendlc 8, fr 7 
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| changed them at thear pleaſure; 


arine, and wrote them for me- 
morials to ſuccceeding ages, but 
they would hawe been ſtrange; 
witneſſes of his doctrine, if 
they ſhould have told other tales 
of thetr own invention , and ri- 
d'culous aflertours of his In- 
ſtitutions, if they ſhould have 


as for Example, If after he had 


given the bread and wine to his 


o 
w# 
" o 
» i 


Diſciples in his laſt Supper,they 
ſhould upon the firſt repetition of 
that Sacrament have given only 
the bread to the Communicants, 
and ſo have contradifed Chriſts 
| order, with pretence of Tradition. 
| To prove that the Rock inthe 
116.of Matth. 7s the Pope, whom 
be calls the ſupreme Vicar of 
this Myſtery, be quotes with it 


4 place of Scripture”, that ower- 


5 
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* -throws | 
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throws his interpretation. O- 
ther foundation can no man 
lay , then that which is laid; 
which is Jeſus Chriſt. - Which 
place, asit tells us plainly , who 
was meant by the Rock, ſo it is 
as ſtrong a witneſſe againſt his 
aſſertion as any thing that 1 
have the ability to lmagine , yet 
as if it were not full enough, 
he addes confirmation unto it, 
though contrary to his intention, 
by citing with it that famons te« 
fimon of Epheſ.2. where Chriſt 
is called the great corner ſtone, 
and the foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles. (i. e.) the 
foundation upon which theywere 


as ſuch to others. 

| Inthecleſe of that petragrap 

to prove a little better, that vl 
- Charcly 
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built themſelves, and preached 
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Mat, 28 


Church hath. power to teach 
that which the Scripture doth 
not, he quotes two places, I will 
ſend you the Spirit of Truth, 

which ſhall lead you into all 


20. 


Trath; and,lam with you unto 
the end of the world. And af- 
ter this, triumphs as if nothing 


| 


could be defired further. 


| 
| 
| 
/ 
Fs 
[4 
a 
But for all that, what'this |||} 
ſhould be to his. purpoſe ,' I am|| ; 
not able to oheſſe. For what|||f 
can be inferred from theſe pla-|||f 
ces, but to the benefit of oun aſ=|| / 
ſertion ? for if Chriſt promiſed|ſſ 
the ſpirit to lead them into all: 
Truth, did he not teach them it 
perfecily ? and if he promiſed}; 


to be with them nnto the end,|f[c 


| theig works m as was to. pub- 


did he fail to aſſiſt them. int; 


Li STi pA wrfeng as well 


"as 


| 


| what Chriſt commanded, unlefſe 
[we wilt break, that ſacred con-' 


Dedicatory. 


as preaching? as we learn from 5 


{| John; Theſe things are written 
that ye: might believe, &c.| 


where he addes alſo, that 
this' was done ſo perfectly, 


Ilthat whoſoever ſhould read 


ani believe through their wri- 
tirig,might have eterndl life. And 
as it appears from the 20. v. of 
the 28.of Math.read all together, 
all the a efſiſtance that the Church 
for future times could expect 
from rig promiſe, is only whil: 

| /be does teach others toobſerve 


nexion, which all true Chriſti- 
ans know to be between the pre- 


cepts and promiſes of God. But | 


to what precepts , except thoſe 
which we find .upen wing Res 


cord.the rand £ ſhould be be wn 
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nexed, we underſtand not', 
why they ſbould not wk new 
promiles, as well as pretend to 
other precepts. Neither do we 
trouble ourſelves at allwiththoſe 
big words,which,t« amuſe igno- 
rant people,they ſpeak concerning 
the imperfection of the Scrip- 
tures , to be ſupplied by the di- 
Gates of a Inns infallible 


Cberch, þ ſince we could never yet 
bear of any one Truth neceſſary 
to ſalvation, but we found it in 
Scripture, zor bad any certain 
news of one Tradition that is 
univerſal,and of Primirive de- 
rivation, and ſo of good uſe in 
theChurch of God, but we receive 
zt willingly. 


T have judged this Diſcourſe 
$22 Pore {oa &; becauſe the 
b eſa fob onr Church make 


account 
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18S 'S © Q' 


tit 


—_ 


ET 


. "Ie 4 8 -» *%S.. £4 


Dedicatory. 


account that we are in ſuch a ftrong 


tendency to theRomiſh belief,which 


contradicts what is here aſſerted, 
thatone of their lateProſelytes,with 


thigh approbation of his Fellows, 


doth not fear to publiſh to the world 
their ſwelling hopes, That the fields 
are even white unto the harveſt; 
and thereupon with other of his 


companions doth thruſt in his fic- 
kle, which he ſharpens with ſuch 


aſſertions as theſe; v1%. That the 
Scriptures contain only ſ{uch ne- 
ceflaries, as may ſerve in ſome de- 


| ſperate caſes,that they were pen'd 


only for ſome particular perſons 
or congregations,that it is impo{-[' 


| ible but that the texr of the Scri- 
pture 15 corrupted, That the Pro- ſ 


teſtants do but guilti lydefend el the 


univerſal ſufficiency of the Scrip 
tunes, &e. I hands ndt. whyhe y 
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geſts, | 
Cap.- 
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|Itures, He and Ruſhworth in his 
Dialogiics reprinted with NW hites 
7 enlargems -uts, endeavour to lodge 


2 amone ft Hs again,as if they bad ne- 


| lights ſo much inthat word,guilry, 
for he uſeth it more then once , in 
the forementioned application, ms! 
leſs be was an Hypocrite when be 
was of our Religion, but I am ſure 
be doth it not Without groſſe us. 
pudence. For he knew well enongh 
with what hearty courage, ſuch ar- 


j 


anſwerable , and all other teſtimo- 


cuments of Truth as he thought un-| 


nies of a good conſcience, the learn: 
| ed Proteſtants have diſcharged, 
| themſ, elves in that pornt. 

 Hawing «Giſþaraged the Scrip- 


ver been rejefed before with de- 
ſerued ſcorn, a lorry company of 
their b-ggesly FS I great 


- SEL - 
- 


franget' 1s LEED God,and 


the 
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the Primitive Church, 4s Fran- | 


{ubſtantiation of the bread and 
wine into the body and blood of 


neration of Images, Prayers for 
the dead,& Purgatory, Indulgen- 
ces and publick ſervices in Latin, 
nay,the generality of Romiſh Ce- 
remonies, & that we mult believe 
thele to be neceſſary forſooth,and 
that they were ever uſed in the 
Church of Chriſt. 


Now this is but to revive the old 


trick,by which they ftill endevoured| 


2ur revolt to their Religion, viz. by 
making nsdisbelieve theperfe&ion 
of theScripture,&thatwe muſt for 
a ſupply receive their Traditions, 
as that unworthy Faction of Trent| 
ſayes,Pari pietatis affeGu & reve- 
re ntia, wifh #fix-lame*ho]y, regard; 


| which ve geo phrScripturey, 


oth F*. - _ y | or 


» _ 
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Chriſt, Invocation of Saints, Ve-| 
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| concluding abſurdly , that becauſe 


ſome ſilly people,and othersdiſaſfe- 
fed to our profeſſion, by the trouble 
of worldly temptations,that have 
happened of late among us, are un- 
warily inclined towards them upon 
ſballow or perverſe grounds, there- 
fore few or none of us underſtand 


| the Truth of onr own Principles, or 
| the impertinency &# danger of their 
| bold ad4itions;or,as if becauſe they 


had no mind to remember , it being 
to their grief,that therefore we have 
forgot that Biſhop Jewel did long 
ſince ſhew them, that for fixe hun- 


| dred years after Chrift, the Church 
| taught not many of thoſe things, 
I which Rome did in his time;and as 


if DoCtor Featly had not put the 
Jeſuits fo 4 loſs,to prowe,that for the 
firſt ove hundred years, there was 
ny Gy or TRIS which there 


Dedicatory. 
was any wiſtble A ſſembly that 
taught theArticles of the Councel 


of Trent. As if we did not knew by 
their writings,that the Fathers ac« 


Scriptures, that we we were at laſt 
by ſome ſtrange Accident grown 
/o fooliſh, as to take their corrupt 
preſent party for the Catholick 
| Church,or that they could make 
us tamely believe that ws differ 
from the ancient primitive inſtitu- 


|ons,0r as if we did not underſtand 
their horrid uncharitableneſle, 
which denies ſalvation to thoſe 
multitudes of Chriftian Churches 
| [and Nations in the world, that re- 
ceive not their new dofirines, and 

alſo as abſolutely neceſſary, though 
| | [they have noreſtimodyvf antiqui- 
cure, 


| |ty, and. are comrary to Sctip 
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knowledged the PerfeGtion of the| 


tion, if we reje& their Innovati- | 
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[Scripturesanother way,making the 
pretence of the ſpirit an argument | 


fand of ſuch I think it is no of- 


|Wefſtand not in as much need of fire 


| and therefore for our ſelves, were 
as unmch afraid of their Excommu- 
nications and ſentences of dam- | 
nation,as we ſhould be in Ph 


of burning or hanging, if they had 


the ſame power over us now,which 
they craclly executed -in Queen 
Maries: dayes. :But I will infift no 
further upon this diſcourſe. 

Some attempt the dilgrace of the 


of the imperfeGion of holy Writ : 


fence to affirm,that they do not con-| 
ſider what they ſay.What good man 
ewer.dented the neceſſity of the help 


and guidance of the divine $ pirit?| 


Gods grace ant| 


and watCcr 4s 
i Hz -man ever| 
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ptures imperfection ? but ſuch a't 


proof as this ſerves the inconfides 
rate, God helps usto underſtand | 
theScriptures,& therfore they are 
an imperftecrRevelation of his wal. 

And if theSpirit be pretendedfur- 
ther then ſo,1.e.to teach us other ne- 
ceſſariesto ſalvation , beſides the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. I anſwer, that this 
is ſuch a ſpirit, as. was not promiſed 
to the Primitive Church, nogzor the 
Apoſtles, for the {piric was to lead 


them into all Truth, bat by bring-|job.; 


ing to their remembrance what [14426 


Chriſt tanghe them, andthat was 
enough. As Chriſt bad received a 
commandment from the Father 
what he ſhould ſay. Joh. 12.49: 0 
he gave the words to them, which 
be had recejged.. Joh. 17. 8. allof 
them. Joh. ſ$,ag+-;alfthings that] 
beard of my Father; I haye made 
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* fo ſlight that, which they pretend 


fordivine teaching,AmnegleGi theſe 


— 


tht. Ah 


known to you. So that thoſe which 
pretend the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit 


incomparable direfions,do not well 


know what thoſe words, The afſi- 
ſtance of the ſpirit, do fegnify,and 


| 


oy ewe of Gods Church. 


to wh Foy the Scriptures given 
by inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and written by his :nftind for our 
inftruftion, are 4 great part of his 


be eftance,c9» are therefore moſt tru- 
alled by the Italian Poet. 
===--La larga ploia 
Dello ſpirito ſand, ch'e diff a 
Inſu le vecchieen ſule nuove coia., 
z.e.agreat ſhower of the holy ſpi- 
nt powred down through both 


the Teſtamenes , for the refreſb- 
: Theſe feeFvhings' 1, ehgs'd to 69 to do 
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bly devote unto you. . That epprobe-! 
| tion which you have beſtowed upon 
them already, ſhall be to me a ſuffi- 
cient defence againſt any petty fro- 
ward diſlike. I hope they will be 
more acceptable to good men, and 
that,the buſineſſe to which they are 
deftin'd,will be more effeSuallypro- 
moted by your recommendation. 1 
have only further to pray that God 
would continue your proſperity,and 
this I do not referring only to your 
particular capacity,though that wel 
deſerveth my beſt wiſhes,but alſo to 


your publick ; looking upon you;}if T 
may uſe the Emperours words, eng | 


in) Tolle T4 nos of of rige mw? Yyires ray Birrap 
Your private welfare is a great 
publick good. May thoſe which 


cla, yes are Hewes, 


*« - 


wiſb you ill. and inſtead of Þ 
| doing you gt? receia - 
that benefit, 
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unwilling to adminiſter, as any op * 
portunity preſents it ſelf to you. Ju- 
lian and ſome others uſed tu deſpiſe 
| the Galileans { ſo they termed the 
Chriſtians)for fooles, and to. make 
them more ſuchy, they. interdicted 
their children theuſe of School s,in- 
tending by this means to deprive 
them of that wiſdom &» divine ac« 
compliſhment which ariſeth from 
true learning. It were a ſhameful 
| thing if Chriſtians ſhould grow ſo 
Glly' now,as to chuſe that far's pri- 
viledge , -which he forced npon 
them,and they reſented as a:grie- 
vous affliciion. God of hi#\Grace 
| preſerve both the Univerſities,zel 
4 education be no neceflity , und the 
3 |wantof learning no imperfeClion; lf | 
| : alJwhich' is and 6 b be the ail | 
| * *Þprayeruf ag 48.07 no WE 
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Abrabam ſaith unto him , They LY 
have Moſes and the Pro- 
phets; let them hear them: | 


Arables are  vocall| 
Hieroglyphicks,live- 
ly images of uſctall 
Truths, fitted for\in- 
ſtruction. Like:Pi- 


ate drawne. in the proportions 
of {ome-real;thing ; and they: 
do; as the Epiſtle to the He-] + 
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| of Parables © 


|exrior, by way of type and re-| 


ſemblance they do miniſter to 
the knowledge of heavenly 
matters; a-way of teaching 
very; much uſed by the great 
Biſhop of our wo who did, 


| by this kind of diſcourſe,appo- 


fite]y (et. forth divine (thmgs, 


making feſcues of knownearth- 


We. 5, ceive any Wi 


ly relemblances. to pdint to 
{piritual and ny do- 
Garines, If 1 have of old 

| j<arthly 6 ths and you. \þel [4 
not, how will you believe, | 

tell: you of heavenly on þ 
Many of theſe were ſo plain, 
that they had-no veyle; bur 


[their plainnelſe;/ by reaſon of 


which many,that pretended-co 


| ;* |bt'great enquiers into- pro- 


found myſtgri could nor per- 


Cone. -1n_ them, 


. that, 


_—_ we _ : * 


mes wane ants » 


in in general.) | 


A * Lot 
that is , they could not RY 
wood for trees, nor diſce 
truth , unleſſe it were, hid a 
little more nnder_ Philofophi- 

cal ſhadowes : as if Chriſt came 
not toſave fanners, but to teach 

Philoſophy to thoſe , who had 

more already then they made 
we of, to the right end. 

It is'true; ſome of them 
were more ob(cure ; and good 
reaſon; both to hide the truth * 
from ſuch who had more then | 
once ſhut their eyes againſt it" 
(and why ſhould not God py- 
| niſh malicious winking with 
juſt dacknefſe ? ) and to make 
good men inquiſitiye; and-to 
them they were never uſeleſle, 
both becauſe Chriſt was plea- 
fed, for the moſt part, to adde| 
the 3 TRIS ho , Wk hes lo-] ,-* 
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h Of Parables 


vers of truth were alwayes 
more incited to enquire : that| 
{ſo they might ſee the piGure, 
which hung behind the cur-| 
taine. 


'Apyoi ydg fo! oj ipw.lwr Ut role 
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| It ſlugs the ; me of to- 


| vers , if their deſire may. be ob-| 
tained with a ſlight endeavour. | 
Las the learned Deacon ſaid of 


o1d;who, ſpeaking of the zich 


| tures , requiring the ſearch of 
| moſt careful meditation,breaks 
| Forth into theſe expreſſions. | 
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viting all that are willing. to 
draw as much. truth as. their 
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veſſels will hold, though not as 
much as thy ſea contains. Were 
the ſecrets of Philoſophy hid 
Jin Figures,or lockt up in ſuch 
Labyrinths. of Diſcourſe, that 
none could come at them 
without a clue; that one might 
ſay of them as Ariſtotle of his 
4 books, n#2i Th QuInis dfxogdovus , they 
"| were, and they were not d1- 
vulged. Nay, muſt the myſti- 


idolatrous worſhips, have their 
maskes, leſt they ſhould be 
proſtituted to vulgar contempt 
by naked repreſentations ? 
which there was great reaſon 
to fear, if they had not hid 
their baſenefſe with thick cur- 
tains; Now , though Chrilſts 


doctrines need» no veyle for 


, fuch _ ,» for they bluſh 
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1 only ſhould the peacles of in- 
I - [comparable,'price be expoſed 
L to unworthy {wine-? - No, 
F: Chriſt juſtly bid the 'myſteries 
of lis kingdome from the ma- 
litious, and. wiſely put the 
plain-hearted upon. the ſtudy 
of their awn concernments; 
for, though he hath laid plain 
before them; whatſoever 1s ne- 
|ccllary , yet, by ſeeking, they 
find more of that, which 4s next 
tanecellary, (i.c.)very profita- 
]ble, and ſo perfect their under- 
ſtandings with abundance of 
Truth.andmore firmly eſtabliſh 
their Farth,by the confiderati- 
' lon of it;apd either of theſe pay- 
|ments, 15a {afficienr. price of 
their bouts : ſo much of Para- 
bles 1n 1 general. 
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| Now,though this paragraph 

[| | (beginning verſe the 19. to 
[| che end of the. Chapter!) be 
not expreſtely. called a Para- 
ble, as many: others, which 
are unqueſtionably ſuch , are | 
alfo ſet down without. the = 
name; yet,l cannot underſtand 
it otherwiſe. For,what tongue 
could Dives have, whole bo- 
'dy wasin the Grave ? Or,what 
fingers ſhould Lazarus dip in 
water, who wasunbodied ? Do 
flames of material fire burn 
fouls, or ſinge our thoughts as 
they paſle through them ?. The 
great Gulf denotes a hinde- 
rance of converſe between 
bleſſed and damned fpirits. : 
Whare comfort can the juſt, | 
made perfe&,' give to thole, F 
| who are, not only condemned, | 
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The Connexion of the Old. 


but executed? To upbraid the 
miſerable is a thing unſpeaka- 
bly below the temper of the 
bleſſed, who are ſo becauſe 
they were forgiven ; and now 
cheir tranquillity 15 freed from 
the groanes and cries of the 
damned,asa moft unacceptable 
diſturbance. It 1s unlikely that 
thoſe: which are in Hell make 
prayers to the Saints in Hea- 
ven; fo that, what is ſet down 


was fit to be ſaid,if any Wor ds 


ters. Our expectation there- 
fore from this Scripture muſt 


the main of all Parables, The 
ſcope to which it was dire- 
ed : and hete Chriſt teacheth 


two things. 


as ſpoken ; ftgnifies only what| 


were to be ade of ſuch mat-| 


lie upon that, which is indeed] 


1. That 


and New Teſtament. 


foule 1s rich in goodnefe, 
though he be diſtreſled in this 
world, ſhall one day be carri- 
[ed into the Regions of Repoſe 
and Blifſe : and the luxurious 
[unmerciful rich ſhall ſuffer in+ 
effable torments. 

2. That obleryance of the 
| direttions.of the holy Scrip- 
turcs,is the right way to eſcape 
thoſe torments, and to be 
made vartakers of reſt in Abra- 
hams boſome; that is, true hap- 
pineſte. 

My deſigne is upon the Jat- 
ter, which lies faire in the ver- 
ſes read. For,our Saviour,repre- 
ſenting mans fooliſh after-wit 
by Dives his requeſt,thatLaza- 
rus might riſe from the dead; 
and, with relations of ſtrange 
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. That a poor man whoſe | 
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chings1 the other world fright 
is' brethren from their fins, 
allo ſhew the true way to 
the living in Abrahams anſwer, 
They have Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, the ſufficient ' guidance 
of the Scriptures; and if they 
will not follow that, there s 
no reaſon ane ſhould be fent 
maprayhre Facts |. 
them, neither if one did come, 
world they beed bim. 
 - Now, left any ſhould 
ble ac the threſhold of my dif- 
conrle , before I go any fur- 
cher,l wilt remove a ſcraple or 
two, which may poſlibly lie in 
the way. One 1s, Why do you 
7.x. lay the 'gEnidance of the holy 
Seriprures? Tſo the New Teſta- 
ment is included, whereas: its 
bo be xo onely Moſ es and the 
p "A Wy: AL... 
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and New Teftament. 
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ſtament, 
I fay the New Teſtament al- 


phets direct ſo, and that is a 
I} 200d warrant :. to obſerve -the 
direGtion of the New Teſta- 
I ment, is a you piece of the 

guidance of theOl]d. As for Mo« 
ſee;he wrote {o much of Chriſt, 
that, when he himſelf diſpu- 
I] ted with the Jewes, he thence 
{| convinced them of malicious 
unbeliete. Had you believed 
Moſes ſayings, you would have 
|| believed me, for he wrote of 
ou What did he write? you 
{| may-read in his book called 
Deuteronomy theſe words, God 
will raft 8 np unto thee a Prophet 
like unto me, of thy brethren, 


[Prophers, that is, the Old Te-| 


fo becaule Moſes and the Pro- | 
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wall put my y. words into bis 
month, and whoſoever will not 
biarkes unto the words which | © 
he ſtall ſpeak in my Name , Il | M 
will require it of him. The f1n- M 
| gle-hearted Jews,aware of the th 
divine truth. of this Propheſy, th 
were guided, as the Magi, by a||'* 
ſtarre, to Chriſt. So Philip| E, 
and Nathanael, true Ifraclites, | a; 
embraced him, ſaying with || 
joy, We have found bim of ||” 
whom Moſes wrote inthe Law.| || D 
Whom when' the degenerate Cl 
Jewes rezeQed , the wife Apo-| 
{tles reproved them from the| [| '* 
ſame Mofes, quoting the fore- by 
' | Lited words; as we ſee, A&s| [| 
3-22. therefore well might Je 
our Saviour {ay, Had you belie-| RK 
ved Moles? that is, Had you $1 
*| been,as you pretend,true chil=| 
"Wo # _ dren] 
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dren of Abrabam, and ocnuine | 
diſciples of Moſes, you would 43 
not have diſowned me, whom | 
Moſes acknowledged for his « 
Maſter; and eſteemed ſo wor- 7 
thy of honour , that he counted 
the ſufferings of Chriſt greater 
riches then the treaſures of 
Egypt. For,as Abraham ſaw my 
day afar off, and rejoycel;, 's 
Moſes knew the liquid Rock; 
which followed them in. the 
Deſert was, (1. e.)did fi /gnifie, 4 
Chriſt. . 
The Prophets alſo told the [Mal. 4. 
ſame tale, and. Malachz hs” 
brought up the rear, and claspt 'F 
the Old Teſtament, bad' the '® 
Jewes': expe& the Sunne © of 
Reghteouſneſſe , which was to 
riſe-and {pread his wholeſome 
rayes ke wings of falvation] - '. 
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over: the world. | This: was 
written 'in' the cloſe of that 
:Qeconomy : fince therefore rio! 
Moſes and the Prophets told us ma 
the _ of all Nations, whom cha 
]they had long - waitcd for, was is tl 
coming; and bad'che peopletoff ten 
prepare :his way , by titting|[pro 
their. | wicked heares for” {of Co 
great a comfort , wheſoever|{upt 
doth not receive Chrilts' Gol: 
- | ped, doth not hear Moſes and, 

{the Prophets. :>Neicher do' they] 
|confider the great reaſons| 
{which chey afford to convince 
[us'of this matter. . For they} 
taught chac Chriſt was xo be ſon 
the light of the Gentiles , and\ſ to 
the Glory of Tſrael , and this'in|{} Mo 
1 alſence fo raiſed, that the. for-|hiav 
+. . {merglory ſtood valuableby it 
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He was.to- fulfif} the Prophe- 
fi Jes, which had been but glo- 
rious vanities, if'he had nor 
made'them good. He was to 
chaſeaway Area and what 
is the Day to night * Tohergh- 
ten 'thetre motives with better 
promiſes,ard take off the falte| 
Comments, which had crept 
upon 'the-Law by the iniquity 
of theitimes, wr. 'the care- 
leſnefle ofthe people, and the 
wickednefle of the' Pharalees; 
fo that ''the New Teſtament 
muſt .nor be left our. 

But then one. 'may lay (and 
ſome; have beenias fooliſh as 
tofay1t;) We do nor. care for 
Moſes and the Prophets ,' we 


have no necd of the.'Old Fe- 


[Lame . 
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Connexion of the Old 


| ther poſt of the doore. He that 
| is no better adviſed, is/juſt like 
aman who;having a great caulc 
depending,s reſolved, let-it g 
right -or wrong, he will uſc 
but one witnefle ; he can have 
more, but-he carcsi not fo 
|them. We do not uſe to:burn 
the Records ot our Anceſtors 
nor to cut in pieces the evi 
|dences of our lands,';not: the 
Counter-parts/ of deeds. He 
which values the poſleſſion of 
truth, will not eaſily pazt with 
one of i its beſt witneiſes. - The 
Scripture faith as much-as one 
can well defire in this point. 
Moſes andElias appearedinithe 
transfiguration of Chriſt, anc 
[were witneſſes of his. glery iThe 
Goſpel is his ſpiricuall tansfigi 
eatiagy AS i hat Glor 


Lge 


- 
” 2+ 
. } $A 


they 


5 I S 


and New Teftament, 


they 'bear a full -and- well-a- 
greeing witneſſe, This ſpirit 
might murmur thus, Why 
could not one Cherubin have 
ſerved to cover the .Mercy- 
ſeat ? God put two, whole fa- 
ces were towards cach other, 
if |and their wings. did meet. -So 
{| do both the Teſtaments ſpread |,” . 
their golden wings. over our | | 
Throne of Grace, Chriſt Jeſus 
| What is thus ſaid of the 
I | Old Teſtament ; we cafily 
f [learn of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, who acknowledged the 
uſefulnefle of its divine Truth, 
whileſt they proved their afler- 
tions by it - nay ; they decla-þ— 
red nothing - but what the Pro-|z = 
phets foretold, and longed toÞ5=5|- 
have ſeen; by which it appears, *—=.. 
_ God hath, lo PA, I ;% 
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attempt a divorce. The A 

file Paul did not only AG 
Timothy to read them, but told 
him that they were able. to 
make | him wiſe to ſalvation; 
(i.e..) were full of divine inftrus 
tons, and as fit for the Jews 


[to walk by towards heaven, as 


the morning light is for a tra- 
veller to begin his journey, 
and asto himſelf, he profeſſed 
that he had great conſolation 
and hope through the kitowledge 
of the rare inſtatices of the Old 
Teſtament, in which he ſaw 
his hopes verified. Who would 


{deftroy ſuch fanous memori- 
[als of Truth ? and, writing to 


the Epheſrans concerning the 
Church under the New Te- 
Namcy Dobh a $ub/t ation 


|together, that it 1s devitlifh =: f 
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of God through the the pr Divin 
he ſayes it is built upon the foun- 
dation of the Prophets and Apo- 


fi 


tes, Chriſt beins the great Cor- 
ner-ſtone. When. wiſe men pul 
ſtones out of the foundations of 
'therr houſes, then good Chri- 
ftians may reje& the writings 


of Moſes, and the Prophets. So 
having reconciled two that 
were never at odds (only ſome 
weak or ill-minded people ſeek | 
occaſion, to put difference a- 
mongſt near friends;) and ha- 
ving proved that neither are 


to be refuſcd as ſuperfluors , it | 


temains_ to fhew , ( for {ome 


doubt it) that both are enough, 
and of that we have this four- 
fold Affurance. 

jt. As they are Perfe& 
Counſels ns wldon, 
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| concering the way to happi- 
nelle. 


1 1: Arg. 


| 


Gions of Divine Authority 
concerning our Duties. 


ſtrongeſt Prootes of our Obli- 


1zs the; WW, ay, the (Tod, and the 


2. As they are ſtridt injun- 


3- As they contain the 


gation to theſe Duties, and 
ſuch as are no where elſe, and 


ſo are the beſt periwalions to 


our Wills. 
. As they are a Propoſal 


of all theſe Truths to our un- 


derſtandings, in a way of moſt 


fair andfull credibility. 

They are perfe& Connſels of 
excellent wiſdome concerning 
the way to Happineſſe. They 
are afull advice, and a moſt 


exact Method of attaining 
Blifſe, preſcribed by him who 
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Life, or the true way to Life. 
What lay ſcatter'd in Wa 
places , and muſt have been 
gathered with much care, and 
many collections, difficult to 
[our ſhort apprehenfions, of- 

| ten tired,and ſo milling, it may 

| be, what was not much further 

then we had gone, is here com- 

prized to our hands in a per- 

fect ſummary. Truths, other- 
hid under much Rubbiſh, 
land mixed with many mi- 
| ſtakes, are. here pure and clear 
in the ſpring,not mudded with 
carelefle or beaſtly fcer. What 
is ob{tured in others by natu- 
rall weakneſle or affected ſtile, 
is here plain enough through 
the ſuperintendency of the 
Divine {pirie... So, that . good 
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ever is true; wite, neceſfary or 
uſeful. There is no plant of 
Righteouſneſſe, no wholeſome 
herb in the world , but it 
wascarried-out of Chriſts gar- 
den (who planted them in Pa- 
radiſc?)and thereforc he might | 
well put them in his Goſpel, 
they were his own, and when 
they were ſcatrer'd;he gathered 
them together again : as God 
ſhewecd his regard to 'the:Decu- 
logne by writing it the ſecond | 
time, alter Mpfes had rafhly 
broken the firſt Tables. | 
After God trad fpoken 65y|Il* 
ſeveraliparrets., and ifter di-|i 
overs manners by the Prophets, 
at laſt h- ſent tas -S67 to/per- 
fe& the book, write it-full, and} 
| ſeal i '6up : and, tlizs:4s fo well 
donetha whoſoever ſhall adde 
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anything, inſtead of mending 
che work, and doing the world 
a curtchie, he ſhall but bring a 
curſe upon himſelf : for Chriſt 
hath made it Mimw «/«{1v50 rior 
r&ovarw £ doaigert wha pa; hnifixbpe- 
> (1.C. )a perfect Canon. 
Now that appears thus.God 


Pr 
himitold him all his mind con-/ 
cerning- us, laid yp in _bim! 


Biall tre treaſures of divine 


wiſdopi. He told his Dilci- 
ples, : aff that be heard of his 


- vr TP R—_"7, An T7 


Father þad them go_ and preach 


18+, and-prowmnfed ſalvation to 


all; that bould believe it. Paul 
piofefied that he had declared 
the whole conucel[l of God mn 
tas preaching, and pronoun- 


; that! 


hath declared Chriſt to be our ; 


ophet, commanded us to hear | + 


ced a quife op ren.” 
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' | the Father, and knew all ; he 
came from thence and told all,Þ. 
\his Scholars at his command 
[preached, and, for the benefit 


that ſhould bring another Goſ- 
pel. The Evangeliſt Luke 
wrote all that Chri taught 
till his Afcenſion, and Saint 
| John added as much concern- 
ing the miracles: of Chriſt, as 
was exonvh tor motive to faith. 
* From all which we argue, 
Chriſt was in the boſome of 


of future times, wrote all. .We 


acknowledge they did, recei- 
ved their books , and are fatil- 
fied; only the Papiſts and ſome] 
other Hereticks', that they] 
might have the honour and 
profit to make the ſupply;, ſay 
toes did not, but:who will 

cHeve hel: ?* when Chriſt 


ayes, 
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ayes, Go and preach what I 
have taught you, and promiſeth 
lalvation to thoſe which be- 
lieve that and no more. They 
will make pretty work , that 
after this appoint other nece(- 
laries to be believed, (i.e.) ſuch 
neceſlaries to ſalvation, as one 
may be faved and not believe 
them.. 

Now whereas 'tis objected; 


| ThatChriſt,nodoubt,taughthis 


Diſciples all things neceſfary, 
and it may be they wrote them, 
but they are loſt;however they 
were truſted with the Church, | 
and that 1s to ſupply the defects 
of Scripture with unwritten 
traditions. | 

Thoſe which ſay this would 
deſerve.. lefle” blame for their 
A either. they truly 
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honoured the Church, as they 
pretend, or we read not the 
Screptures 3 or f, reading the 
Scriptures, they told us their 


lown imperfection , and gave 


notice of a Church intruſted 
with a powor to ſupply their 
detect. But they honour the 


Mordecai ; he would never 


man. 


more caltly ſwallowed. For 
they declare a perfection as to 
all neceifaries, and ſo theſe 


|men peradventure eſpeak worle 


then they Sear atteſt , for 


they 
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Church quit. as Hamman did;/| 


have ſaid ſo much ſthonld have | 
been done to hin whom the 
|King would bonour, but that 
be. thought himtclf tobe; the 


And if we did not read the 
Scriptures , their lic might be 
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Ichey make the Scriptures., not 
| only imperfe6t, but Lyars. 


- Burt, as it ſhould have been: 


[difficult ro fay fuck rhings, (for? 
men- ought toſpeak the truth) 
fo, it 16 harder to- prove them; 


tor the holy Scriptures, and} 


the al[-wile Providence are not 
ſo eafily flandeexd. Not the 
Providence of God : for, as he 
was careful to give us4ufficient 
\ means of ſalvation , and hath 
preſerved many things which 
are not neceflary, but becauſe 
they were written , would he 


not preſerve what' was neceffa-| 


ry 'to be written and pre- 
ſerved ? 


And, if he had meant to|" 


fend us 'ta the. Church upon 


this Ervand; he would -certain--| 


ty have tolf Us "where #he 
. | dwelt. 
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dwelt. It were as bad as no di- 


recion, to ſay there 15a cer- 


| tain advice for you lockt up in 


a cheſt kept in terra incognita, 
(1.e.) no body knowes where. 
Abraham had given, if not mil- 
advice, yet but imperte& dire- 
Gon, when he ſaid, Hear Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets, if this 
were the bulineſle. 

The Scripture ſayes enough 
to vindicate it f{elfe, and to 
give ſatisfaction to all conſide- 
ring men. That very - place 
which they would ſuborn, to 
ſpeak againſt it ſelf, reſolves 
againſt them. There are many 
more miracles which Jeſus did, 
but theſe are written, that you 
might believe, It ons queſtion 
werd2whwh are not 
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main, as to the particulars, for 
it ſayes nothing of them. But 
it can never be proved, that 
theſe which Rowe would ob- 
trude upon us are they, much 
lefſe that they are- neceffary; 
for - the place aflerts thoſe 
which are recorded to be e- 
nough. The ſpirit of truth 
doth often leave men to their 
wiltul miſtakes ; the Text 
[peaks of miracles, and they 
quote1t for Doctrines. 

But that the Scripture hath 
no defect in this point , a 
man may ſoon ſee ; for, let any 
body compare the Proviſions 
which are in the Scripture 
with his own neceflities, and 
if he be not ſupplied there, wel 
may fafgly. lay; 4 hath ſome' 


want; chit 1s ie ego the caſe| 
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[thou wonldſt have dpne 10 thee, 


of men that need nothing but 
falvation. As to ſalvation, wel 
need inftructiom only 1n three} 
| points, and there we have it. | L 
1. As to God; and for that|ffth 


| the *Efabarries 45 arts hath fuffict-N cc 


ently declared ro us his Nature|ſſry 
and his Will, what he is, andiſfhe 
what he would have us do,and| 
what we may expect; How he 
will be worſhipped ; How weſfjne 
may partake of his love, con-ſſtor 
tinue in it, and be happy infſCh 
him. ali 
2. As we riaate to others, ſs 
he hath raught us how to be-ſfſfor 
have our ſelves to them in hi: 
moſt perte& Rules, Lowe thy 
teighbour as thy ſelf, Do what 


and what thoit wouldft net haveſÞru 


Hone to ther do not to.another. 
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Theſe he hath explained 
Yin ſpecial precepts , to filld 
with all neceſlary mitances of 
Duty , Juſtice, and Charity, 
that well may a wronged man 
complain of his Brothers inju- 
ry, but not of Chriſt , becauſe 
he did not forbid bim to ds it. 
The murmuring poor may 
complain of their hard-hearted 
efneighbour, but not of Chrift 
ſtor neglecting to command 
Charity. He hath bid us mi- 
ate the Father with Charity 
5 large as the Sun-beams , to 
. torgive , love, and help onr 
1Fnemies, and overcome all evill 
yIvith good. 
. As to the Government of 
i ſelect, how diſcreet and 
prudent would that be z if we |; 
ollowed Elniſts. UireCion 4 | 
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He, if any , taught the m_ 


«evrr, the right eſtimations of 
ſoul and body, that we are, 
what we are, moſt upon the 
account of ſoul , whole nature 
and duration he hath decla- 
redand taught to provide for 
immortality. He hath alſo chal- 
ked out the proportions © 
worldly cares, the meaſures 
of our paſſions. Both the root 
of Paſſion are ſecure, if we 
keep his rules for Neftre anc 
Anger. One may fay to al| 
other Phyfitians , not only 
How imperfect are your cure; 
in compariſon of Chriſts, bu 
how ſhort your preſcriptions 
what ſobernefſe of mind 
What Temperance, Meeknel: 
and Peace, arc the products c 
8 del preeepw?" -He- WhRh read 
% Fy. S -_'Chri 
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Chriſts words daly,is þ perfedily 
inſtructed to every good work, 
He that hath lodged thele pro- 
viſions in his ſoul , may bring 
out of his treaſures new and 
old, like a Scribe throughly in- 
ftruted to the Kingdome of 
God. 

So . that if the Grace which 


Chriſt hath brought to light 


in the Goſpel hath taught us| 


Godlineſſe, Righteouſneſſe , and 
Sobriety, we may ſay with Ter- 
tullian ; Nobis curioſutate opus 
non eſt poſt Chriſtum Feſum, nec 
inquiſitione poſt Evangelinm. 
Hoc enim prius credimnus , non 
eſſe quod ultra credere debemus. 
The Scripture is ſo far from 
defe&} in this kind, that it is re- 
dundant; we have many things 
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more then once, or in one 
book. See a ſtrange appetite ! 
when men 'have more then 
they will do, though it be ne- 
ceſlary., yet they would have 
more to do, though it be not} 
neceſlary; nor it may be at all} 
profitable. What folly is this ? 
This 1s a defign not to be keep- 
ers, but makers of Commande- 
ments , preceptorum emendato- 


res, As Hilary calls them 3 not 


to'do Gods w1ll, but ſerve their! 
owne | Our Saviours words do 


eaſily accomodate themſelves| 


to ſuch people, You teach for| 


aoEirines the Commands of men; 


"Land make the word of God of 
+129 effe&} by your Traditions. 


But at, what perdll any-can 
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cond Argumenit will thew,. 


ſerves our Aﬀent. He is Al- 


f 


which is, That the Serip- 
- are alſo ftric injuntti- 
ons of Divine Authority con- 
cerning our duties. The reaſon 
'of our taith and obedicnce to 


T: = Scriptures, 13 reſolved into 


their divae Authority , which 
as it 1s the greateſt of all, ſo 
upon lefle we may not de- 
pend. Of his Authority we 
may truly lay that it is 


'O 16 naar Eaoikus fvyrar, 


God is infallible in his un- 
derſtanding , faithfull in his 
declarations, and fo highly de- 


mighty and moſt true; and| 
therefore we believe and hope 


in the promiſes of higword.As | 
God, = A Wha to:cdme | 
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mand, and we- as creatures 
are obliged to obey, and fo 
we .. receive his commands. 
Gods: authority onely could 
juſtly make us believe, obey, 
and fear, what is there decla- 
red, promiſed, commanded, 


|and threatned, + » 


There is a place of Scripture 
which the Papiſts do imperti- 
nently alledge for the obſcu- 
rity , (i., e.) the diſhonour of 


Gods word, which as it is no- 


]thing to their purpoſe , ſo it 


doth moſt excellent] y fra to 


ove what we have in hand. 
nin, njeny Yiwoxalyg, in moz Teena 


Yeurns id as £TIAUGGOS "% yirsTW, Know- 
ing. this firſt, that no propheſic 
US on Scripture is of any pri- 
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ſame with mine, to exhore| 
Chriſtians to give heed tothe 
Scriptures, as ſuch Oracles 
which would not deceive 
| them. He affirmes the prophe- 
| tick word ſurer then a private 
Ivar; which he, Tames & 
ef 7obr had in the Mount; and 
commends the diligent heed 
C they gave to it, zl] the day-ſtar 
I ould ariſe, peradyenture till 
the truth of the propheſi es of 


, 
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compliſhment. But the ſtreſle 
of alf this hope in the Scrip- 

tures , lies upon this, that 
none of them were iNay inindrins 
of private impulſe ; meaning, 
$- Saint Paxl. fayes in other 
5 words , 57s Yeaon Term. All 
cripture ie-divinely wnſpirtd. 


Chriſt ſhined forth in their ac-| 
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that followes. For the prophe- 
cie came not in old time by the 
will of man : but holy men of 
God ſpake as they were moved 
by th! Holy Ghoſt. So that 
id)as iniiugtas 's rome? ſhgnifies they 
are not: of mens private will, 
but;from the divine ſpicit. The 
Prophets did not 'go on their 
qwn head , as we ſay , but on 
Gods errand. When God re-| 
proved thoſe that went with- 
out bis bidding, he fayes thus, 
"« ini-vz ] {ent them not, and 
yet they ran : So that the ſence 
will be, thoſe holy men who 
deliver'd the Scriptures, upon 
which you relic; writ not what 
came.into their minds as from 
themſelves, but they fer dowr 
Gods wall. RED” 

», The othe ſence of EmrAvo, for | 
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ſolution or explication , in 
which ſome worthy perſons 
do take it, and in which ſenſe 
it is uſed in good authors (for 
ſo Iamblicus in the 21 Chapter 
of his Protrepticks,being about 
to expound Pythagoras his ſhort 
| precepts, fayes , 'Aam5rouw indvs 
oope tas T35 EmiAUTHS » I will give the 
expoſition of every precept: ) 1s 
ſo far from diſagreeing with 


Ethe former , that it is a necel- 


ary conſequence from it, as 
the beſt: ground : for if the 
Prophets .deliver'd not their 
own will, but Gods mind, we 
muſt not reſolve them into our 
ſence , but take his. The Scri- 
Fptures were given to expreſle 
| Gods, meaning ,. not to have 
ours - impreſſed - upon them. 
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The Authority. 


poſlible ſence, this place is pi- 

fully urged againſt the plain- 
neſle of the Scriptures , 'unlefſe 
we imagine that the Apoſtle 
ſhould urge good men to truſt 
the Scriptures, becauſe they] 
could not tell what - they 
meant; which -as it is moſt 
abſurd to his purpoſe , ſo all 
that it does aftord for argument 
to prove the obſcurity of the 
Scriptures is but this, Becauſe a 
man will not let me put what 
ſence T pleaſe upon his words, 
| therefore I cannot tell what he 
|ſayes, 

But as we ſee what little 
realon there is for that tri- 
umph in which the Papilts 
bring this particular Scriptureſſ 
. [to accufe «the whole 'of obſeu- 
| {rd (fe (for it "mcifher ſpeaks 0 

then! 


f becn'to have had credit for his. 


of the Holy Scriptures. 


[mens authority, or of believe-| 


| that for- it he was kept out of 


their obſcurity nor plainneſſe)| 
ſo we lec by it, how great rea- 
ſon we have to believe the 
Scriptures , ſince their autho- 
rity. is from God. It is a plain 
conſequence , fince the holy 
penmen neither invented them 
by their wit, nor writ them of 
their own will , but delivered 
Gods ſence at his appoint- 
ment , that we ought to give 
them all poſſible credit and 
obſervance. 


But what ſhould I ſpeak of 


g Moſes , the Prophets or 
te: upon their own ac- 
[count ? Moſes was but a ſer- 
'vant, and once ſo diſobcedient, 


Canaan , and: iþ- his deſign had 
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+. [mand he took up his bundle of 


| 
own authority , he would ne- 
ver have leffened it with that 
ſtory. The Prophets were ſub, 
jet to like paſſions with our 
ſelves,(1.c. )they were men. The 
Apoſtles were 'weak in them- 
ſelves, and ſo far from being 
the New Wine of the. Goſpel, 
that till Chriſt had ſtrengthen- 
ed them with new principles, 
they were like old torn bottles, 
they could not receive it. But 
this hinders not their accep- 
tance, their authority 1s from 
God: He took the ſtammer- 
ing Moſes, and} made him a 


God;(1.c.) a-divine teacher to 
the: Church. Moſes was con- 
{cious of his own inability, and 
loth'to ſtirre, but at Gods.com- 


ceremonies ,.and carried; an 


Umbrella | 
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[teonſneſſe. The Prophets, as 
as faid juſt now, ſpake not 
of private impulſe, but God} 
| /pake by the month of his boly| 
| Prophets ever ſince the world | | 
began. The Apoſtles were com-| 
manded to ſtay till they were 
cloathed with power from on| 
hich, and when they had that 
divine accompliſhment, they 
preacht,and Chriſt whom they #1 
reacht, was believed on in the! 
world: So that it is great reaſon 
we ſhould believe their TÞri-: 
tings, for they are the word off |: 
God. 
If any ask , How does that 
appear ? 1 anſwer;By three di- | 
vine Scales annexed to them, | 
and a pecihiat MNgnature or 
mark © of divine authority , |» 
\,- whieh| " 
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which I do not find in any 0- 
ther book: 


_— 


. 
| | 
- 


1. The ſpirit of Prophet 


which foretold ſuch things as|l 
| are beyond the. skill of nature, 


and art to foreſ, ee. 
2. The power of miracles 


which performed ſuch things as 


are above the power of nature, 
and art to ds. 

3- The reſurrefion of the 

reat Preacher of the Goſpel, 


Chrift Teſus, after be bad been 


| dead and hanged three dayes. 


F- The ſpirit of Propheſie 


which foretold ſuch things as 
| are beyond the Fkill of nature, 


and art to foreſee : I call the 
firſt Seale. All the world hath 
acknowledgeddivinityin ſuch 
przicicnce: The Egtines made 
ag their ſence of 1 it to be 

| _ ſuch 
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[ſuch in_ the name by which | 
they'called it, that is, Diwvina- 
[4;0, and they and the Greeks 
both confirmed this opinion, 
| by offering ſacrifice when chey 
conſulted their Oracles con- 
cerning things to come. Men 
can foreſce what is viſible in 
the cauſes , and curious eyes 
"1 will diſcern that which is hid 


from common fight , but. to 


4 . 
|| forete]]| future contingents, as 
||| we call chem, isa'thing not to 

be done but by extraordinary. C1 
- || communion with God. Iſaiab 4 
[I Þy this divine prerogative, put { 


the heathen Idols to a non- 
4 plus, Declare things to come, 1. 
þ|| that we' may know you are | 
h Gods. < * 
Nebuchadnezzars Magi would 
have been as: muck to ſeek for 

the! 2 
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the true interpretation, if he 
had told them his prophetical 
dream, as they were for theff 
dream it ſelf when he had lol 
it, which a pen-man of the ho- 
ly Scripture found out and in-E 
terpreted ; and they contelledf 
the Truth, that it was only by t 
the power of the immortal 
God, b 
Of this teſtimony the ScripJh 
ture hath abundance of inſtanf tc 
ces, and though they be not {off 
common - in the New Teſta-J 
ment, there is good reaſon forth 
that, becauſe then was the time (c 
of accompliſhing predictions}; 
[and therefore it fayes, This ith, 
the acceptable time , behold thefſth, 
þ [Lamb of God, &c. To foreſeeſph 
now was to overlopk, yet thigh 
ſpirit appears alf5 manifeſtlyho; 
HR 7», 30 


cet Cy, 
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of the Holy Scriptures. 


inthe Goſpel,” both in Chrift 
and his Apoſtles. Who hath not 
| read the twenty fourth of Mat- 
| thew? where the whole progrels 
- of the Goſpel is foretold , to 
- wit; that it ſhould: be vrekche 
CN to all nations by the Apoſtles, 
YE that they ſhould be queſtioned 
1} before Rulers and Judges a- 

bout it, that Jeruſalem ſhould 
pÞ be deſtroyed for diſobedience 
n4to it; and fince the propheſies 
{off which concerned Chrift the 
al Meſſzah , were concredited to 
ori the Jewes , Chriſt did let them 
nef} ſee the juſtice of their deftru- 
Icon, becauſe they knew not 
the day of their  wiſutation; 
though all the marks of pro- 
ſeefpheſic concerning it were vi- 
hg6ble,  Chyſt-himfelfe often 
ly holding thein. before their eys, 
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the true interpretation, if he 
had told them his prophetrical 
dream, as they were for thefl 
dream it ſelf when he had lot 
it, which a pen-man oft the ho-EW 
ly Scripture found out and 1n-E 
terpreted 3 and they contelled 
the Truth, that it was only by 
the power of the immortal 
God, 

Of this teſtimony the Scrip 
tare hath abundance of inſtan 
ces, and though they be not ſc 
common - in the New Teſta- 
ment, there is good reaſon forſtþ 
that, becauſe then was the time} (6 
of accompliſhing predictions}: 
and therefore it ſayes, This ith 
the acceptable time , behold theſth 
Lamb of God, &c. To foreſeeſph 
now was to overlopk, yet thigh 
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in-the Goſpel ,' both in Chriff -Þ 
and his Apoſtles. Who hath not 
| read the twenty fourth of Mat- 
| thew? where the whole progrels 
-Kf of the Goſpel is foretold , to 1: 
- wit; that it ſhould: be vreache | 
oF to all nations by the Apoſtles, | 
YE that they ſhould be queſtioned |; 
i} before Rulers and Judges a- 3 
bout 4t, that Jeruſalem ſhould 
pÞ be deſtroyed for diſobedience 
nFto it; and fince the propheſies 
loff which concerned Chrift the 
Aa 


| Meſſzah, were concredited to 
of the Jewes , Chriſt did let them 
me ſee the juſtice of their deftru- 
nsIcQion, becauſe they knew not 
the day of their . viſutation; 
be though all the marks of pro- 
ſe pheſic concerning it were vi- 
hiffible, - Chgſt-him(elfe 'often 
ly PO ETOLY beſare their eys | +,  .. 
- OY A rr BY, 
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|A deplorable fign of a ruinous 


ſtate; a fatal blindneſle. 


"Os $i ns wir eons vohn ww'n? avu dxio), 
'Er fops fav, it" 17 x9 cms. 


Miſerable. wretches!| how 
can they: eſcape deſtruction ? 
they neither ſee what-1s good 
for them, though it be laid be- 
fore their eyes, nor give heed 
to thoſe who for a long time 
warned them of their danger. 

| That the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
had this ſpirit alſo, is manifeſt 
by their. reſpeGive writings. 

2. The ſecond ſeale 1s tht 
power of miracles, that is, ſuc 
things as are above the powe 
of nature, and art to do. Mara 
cles are > rnpaditgations of ne 


| Py IO b<,) iſ i ARSE 4 4a ee oe. , 
of the Holy Scriptures. | 


duce ancetfe& above the: pows 
er of its * cauſality.  'Thoſe 
things which Chriſt perform 
ed tranſcend : all '+ ordinavy | 
power ," A privatione ad habi- 
tum non datur regreſſus nathra-' 
[i5. But, he raiſed the dead; 
Lazarus allo was buried four 
days: As he ſpake as 'never man 
ſpake;lo to make his works pa- 
rallel with his words, he did as 
never man-did;, It was never ſo 
ſeen in Iſrael: Nicodemns infet- | 
red right, he did ſuch things as 
no myn-can do unleſſe God be 
with him, meaning, above or- 
dinary-concourle > and therc- 
fore added rationally, We know 
thou art a DoGor ſent from 
| Gdd. It was a double argument 
fof the Meſſah , 'muhich Chyift|* > a 
ſene-to. 7buiny bRfCiples mes 
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| ED The Authority 
this $ymbolical anſwer, The 
blind: recerve their. fegbt, the 
leme walk , the deaf bear, &c. 


i 

| | (ke). fuch (things as were not}, 
c 

y 


mt 


| only foretold, but miraculous. | 
|. * -Itis true, Mountcbanks may 
play tricks y and cunning men! 
put. Cheats. upon cafie people, 
|to-the Theſſalrans, knowing the| 
ame of Eclipies, made their ig-| 
norant ' newghbonrs belzeve ,} 
that they-:pull'd -downe the 
| Mogn. with their verſes; but 
by wlichof cher Devices,nay, 
by. which \. of Hippocrates (A- 
Phorilmes may one learn. to 
cure © lame man with ones. ſba- 
" pdow., Or 4 fever witha hend- 
Bn. herchief ? | 
>, | What is further to be ſaid in 
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credit the mock-miracles of 


ſome heathen pretenders quo- 


ted in oppofition to Chrift ; 
only here I may adde thefe ewo 
things concerning fach De- 
vices. 

- That they are not onely 


A teſtimory of the worlds opi- 
nion concerning the Divintty 


confeflion that Chrift did them; 
As counterfeit coin ſpeaks the 
uſe of true money. If there had 
not been fuch a way of proof, 
why did they it? 
2. Fhat they were foretold 
by. Chrift and his Apoftles , and 
ſo people were not only fore- 


warned of x danger , but con-} | 


firmed in the Relics of the 
ruth, when 
ions, br 


,: concernitly 
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Impoſtors exaCtly fulfilled. For 
as the predifons.and prefign- 
rations of, Chrift by. the Pro | 
phets made way. for his recep-| 
tion, when he cameas the true 


Meſſza , fo the prediGions and 


| predeſcripticns of Antichriſt, 


written by Chrift and his Apo- 
fules , gave; argument againſt 
them, when they came accor- 


dingly to be {mpoſtors. 


3- The third Seale 1s the 
ReſurreGion of the great Do 
Gar of divine Truths, after he 
had beendead and buried three 
dayes. . And here behold the 
incomparable wildome of di 
vine Proyidence, which bring 


| day out of darknefle, and turn 


the ſhadow of death into. the 
morning}, the death of Chri 
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r'Eof of Redemption, for his blood 
was ſhed for the Remiſſyon of 
Ml or ferro) put a donbe uponhis 
2 doctrine, and ſtagger'd his Di- 
Nl (ciples. But this cloud made 


UN! only way for a more illuſtri- 
fÞ* ous appearance of his Trith, | 


of] for the Reſurre&ion took off 
11! all doubts arifing from his 
r-E| death, and his Goſpel gained 

confirmation, as a Truth doth 
hel from a clear anſwer, to a ſtron 
of pbbjzetion. Indeed it was to be 
hl feared , that the dorines of 
<A! Chriſt would have lien in the 
h4Il duſt, if he had not brought it 
forth with his own Reſurre- 
Qion : and therefore Saint Paul 
doth well fay , that he was 
ng! ftrongly declared to be the Son 


from th e dead; "IS 
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Indeed his murderers per- 
fwaded the fſouldiers» with 
money, to athrm that his Di- 
{(ciples ſtole him from the 
grave, but how came they to 
ſteale his ſoule into him, and 


[to ſteale a power from his life 


to work miracles in his name ? 
It is poſlible to make a [ye, but 
impoſſible to hide it in fo 

reat a matter. Why did none 
of the Antichriſts riſe out of | 
their graves', and confr 


[thoſe which adhered to Chriſt, 
land after forty dzyes converſe 
[with worthy perſons by a glo- 
[1rious aſcenfion before « compe- 
[tent witneſſes endeavour to 


get belief | in the world? No, 
ao, God will-not be a witaee 


- ..lof falſhood. 


| Beſides Bela þ ered is alſo 
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efornbe hind of ſignature of þ 


mar k of divine anthority upon 
theſe writings 3 one may think 
chat Gods charater, which 
men n2ver ulurp't,(1.e.)Dread- 
fil threatnings pronounced a- 
gainſt {uch as ſhould dilobe 

this Revelation. What Phi- 
loſopher ever uled the mode of 
ſuch Authority ? for the things 
menaced ? what Tyrant. ever 
mentioned them ? or if he had, 

the Majeſty had been ridicu« 
lous. Eternall puniſhments ! 
poor men! whicn they are 1o 


God: ſayes, fear we who can 
caſt ſoule and body into Hell. 


upon his book ? 


ill minded they cam kill the bo- 
dy, but that is all they can do . 


What man ever ſtamp't: that] -* 


Theſe are moſt becomming|-- 
A fol! bee? k Ba 8 - r . e\- 


- 


k «4a weird 


je fiebority As | 


he divine Majeſty , for they] 
re:not- onely Authority , burſſai 
It of wiſdom and love; for|©Si 
{ſince feare- was a'tool meet for | ft 
Gods work, he made fit matter|ſſa! 
Iforir;, and in the uſe of theſe | h 
threatnings, the great Father ||| {c 
[of the world threatens his chil-|ÞÞ r: 
|dren-, that ſo by a wiſe feare|// 
they may eſcape the feeling 'of | tl 
his Rod. | c4 
"Ora; e'nAy'yw cure not Gun gow. tl 
And as the ſame Poet” ayes b 
excellently in anotherplace, 
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He puniſbeth in lowe , and his 
threatnings are in their .natnral 
[tendency wholeſome, © cg God 
hath among- many other things 
4 6 pores, tone Far. 0 08, pref erva- 
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tion. Threatnings are prudence 


Band love clothed with Majeſty. 


Since men are not ſufficiently 
frighted with being ſinners, 
and think it not enough to fee 
how ugly fin is in it ſelte, God 
ſets alſo before them its nuſe- 
rable: Attendants, Pale Death, 
Wan Fear, Grim Terrours, and 
f theſe Ezernall. Who but God 
f commanded his ſervants and 
threatned them Hell, if they o- 
beyed not? Fear - ye not me 
who ſet bounds to the Sea, and 
when it ſwells , makes its own 
waves roule it in again, as a 


W ſtnbborn ſlave is pull'd back by 


bis own haire? Feareſt thou 
wot me , in whoſe hand is thy 
life, thy breath and all thy 


waye es? who will come in 


ft.» £41 1 a2 


4 


| 


RG - el onthe 1 
1 


ming fire, gud rendct. wengeance | 
| | - I * Ns s » 7, 2323-8 ts! » 


. { a2 3% A Saas 
kr b b Xs. F 4 = p | 60 5 ns 7s x FEY © To A a Tn = _ 
"59 - The. Authority 


5; Y 


io all thet wilfully know me not, | 


"T 


and diſobey my Goſpel? So much ( w 
for the conſideration of the di-| he 
vine authority of the Scrip-|{ lil 


3 [ture th 
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The Scriptures contain the NM 
ftrongeſt proofs of our obligation ll ge 
to our duties, and ſuch as are no|f vi 
where elſe, and ſo are the beft| gc 
perſwaſrves to our wills, I ſhall o1 
number only four , and thoſe gi 
briefly. Jo 

1. The Incarnation of the de 
Son of God, the word was made 
fleſh; A wonderful grace to 
our nature, and denied to An» 
gels. That we might not doubt 
but we may go up. to God, 
behold, he cometh down to us 
his Tabernacle is pitched in 
flieſh., I, now he is Emmannel. 
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call us hone: to hialeſf, What 
will make us like unto God, uf 


he do not, when he is made fo 
like untous ? Whocan unfold 


the mercies lapp't- up in this 
Myſtery ? In this good An- 

ls and wonder and joy, De- 
vills horror and eavy , betall 
good men the greateſt occafi- 
on of love and obedience ima- 


-ginable ; eſpecially if it be 


joyncd with the ſecond confi- 
deration. 

2. And that is the wonder- 
full death of the Sou of Gad, {o' 
made man. He offered up bime- 
ſelf by the Eternal Spirit , and 
ſhed bis blood for the pardon 


of our fins. He took our Bond | 


and nailed it to his Crofle, and 


there- cancell'd it wich tat 


_ — —— 
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blood. Look. up, wp. ager, and], 
be vb 
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The i berry 
behold t the gu guilt of thy 'T Trel: 
paſſes falling off, like the waxe 
of a broken Seale. That we 
'the enemies of God, might 
learn the goodnefle of Recon- 
 ciliation, God doth att it firſt, 
who was not engaged to it,but 
by the goodnefſe of his own 
1- Nature. The Father loves;the 
| Son dies; we are loved and 

rdoned , that we might ſce 
how baſe a thing it 15to fin, be 
| impenitent, and hate. -He flew 
| the enmity upon the  Crofle, 
in his own death he killed ou 
]hate,or in himſelf], in himſelf, 
where elſe ſhould he break z: 
| the flint, bur upon the Cufſhi4 » 
{on , our hard hearts, upon his 
own moſt {oft and loving be 
ſome ? 

{> Web hav hens the moſt 
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. of the Holy Seriptures. 61 }F 
excellent example of Chriſt, | 
which doth ſecure our direGi- 
«I on, and perfect our encourage- |. 
1} ments. -Men think themſelves 
n-Win a good ſafe road, where 
t, they have ever and anon a j- 
it} Mercurial Statue pointing to, 
mn] their way 3 burc what perfeGi- 
eff] on would be added to their gui- 
dd dance, if it went along with 
ll them?.. Chriſt doth not one-' 
> ly. ſhew us, where we ſhould. 
wil go, as ina Map, but gocs befor 
ef us as a ſure guide, and. a 
ar comfortable companion. - $7 
fl quzs nnquan fuerit, ile comes 
1kif in: 14 pro wehiculo eft. I, may l- 
we ſay, now we know what]. '$ 
we ſhould be, and do in theſe [- 
bodies ,” for the word made + 
fleſh hath ſhewn us. This is] . 
Y great. enca ment, to all}* 
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[ that weaf the right brood » 
| Travellers; for in the worſe 
«. Lay Chrift goes before, breaks 
F the Fee, and when we go up 
F, talk, lends ts his hand. But 
J why do I poi mt any fonger un-£! 
to this 4p which from thell P 
Scriptures Fines {o comforta f 
'bly upon alf good men ? It 
' 4. He bath engaged onr obey 
Miehce with moſt incomparableÞ'0 
promiſe®; fach as he onelyJj=r 
conkd make , ſuch as he onely 
'could performe. What the 
Phariſees far# of one ſort, we 
3; may fay of the 'reft, Who tan 
1 orgive fins but God ? It is im- 
; poffible to ſerve God for no- 
thing. For he paves all his ſer-Þ"0 
[vants before hard, but he'ts 
.**, [nor fo content, for he will: 
a2, adde {uch WagieSa" regen can 
74 m » TILED - give 
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give their ſervants Not Ezrth,| 
or Time, or poor matters in the 
power 'of Kings, but thing: 
worthy of God, Eternal Life, 
and Bliſſe. It theſe were as 
truly believed ; as they ' arc 
| plainly revealed , we ſhonld 
find our felves ſufficiently ob- 
liged ro obedience, and tt con- 
fcerns all that deſire to be ſaved 
to look to it: but becauſe they 
are fo plainly revealed, I ſhall 
(peak no further of them. 

Now it any fay that theſe 
things are enough, if they can 
proved. to be true, [ haſten 
o-the fourth particular head, 
i.C.): That the Scriptures are a 
= woe of all theſeTrnths to our 

s int a way of moſt 


arr co Dory that 
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The Credibility 


Po Th, way of propeſal it 
moſt credible. * n 
2. The things taponack 7 
are in) themſelves evidently 
true. In 
3- The expreſſions in which$ 

they are laid down , are plain fi 
ang fairly intelligible. |: | C 
No man camiay , but whe . 

| things are propounded' ſo; -het 
is ſirly dealt withall: k 
. Firſt,. The way of prope v 

(all is moſt credible, That 
|whatſocver God ayes -is trucy ſa 
#5 the ground upon which thi 
laſſertion ſers its foot., and rhaf re 
Is ſuch a great Truth, that\ at i /a 
jabove: the neceſſity. of proo 
He. which believes there-1s 
jGod , believes his Veracity: 
and he which believes not thaw 
there is a God hath, no reaſo th 


*> + 


as 
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iii to believe any thing. He hath 
no reaſon to believe any thing, 
if there be not Truth. And 
IElif there be not a God, there is 
[nothing, and ſo no truth. 

"bl But as that. foundation is 
1 firmand unqueſtionable, What 
God faith is true, I muſt build 
two things upon it, and on 


id them the credibility of . the 


VI%. 

1. That ſince, what God 
ſayes is true, we ought to receive 
il whatſoever, we have abundant 
reaſon to believe that God did 
ay it. * 

2. Whatſoever comes to us 
as Gods word, wes ought by no 
meanes to rejeGt it, without moſt 
weighty reaſons to make us 
think that God did not ſay it. 

SELLER 26h As 
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firſt particular is founded. | 
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is the way of propoſal, (i. e.) 
'God hath written his mind to 


| doubt this to be his,he hath fent 


Wall ages. 


'4. Asto the firſt, Seripture 


us; now we have two great 
reaſons to make, us belieye thisl : 
writing to be his word. 

1. Becauſe writing was the 
fptteft way to communicate * his 
will to us. 

2. Becauſe ſince all writings 
need witneſſe, that we might not 


#t atteſted by the witneſſe of alli 
thoſe that were worthy to be be{|; 
lieved, (1.ec.) the good ment off; 


1. Becauſe writing wes thi 
fitteſt way to communicate th ; 
Goſpel or hrs will to xs. that ; 
appears thus; All the Natio + 
and ages of the won!d-, could L 
not be preſent at the. birth ol 


Chriſt 


IS 


. of the Holy Stript 
Chriſt, not be eye-witneſles of 


*F. : 
. . » 


tres. 


his miracles; {-e him riſe out of 
grave, and aſcend into heaven, 
[put their fitigers into his fide, 


| VC. what thefi ? will they not 


believe utileffe they do ? ſhall 


|Cheiſ be ctucified afreſh in 


[Eyery age, that we may fee him 
riſe from! the dead? but be- 
cauſe Chriſt was not to remain 
alwayes below, nor come again 
in that mahner,and it concern- 
ed the world to know the Go- 
fpel; God committed it to wri- 


titig, and hich made the holy 
Scriptures the ſafe Repoſito- 
ries of his Truth, that is, cx- 


cellent prefervatives againſt | 


Wweaknefſe of memory, andthe 
ruft of malicious defignes, Mo- 
\immentim Chriſti eft divina 
|Seriptura, in qua divinitatis 
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The Credibility 
&- bumanitatis ejus myſteria 
denſitate liters weluti quadam 
muniuntur Petra. 

How much God . was in 
love with this way appeared of 
old, for though he was pleaſed 
to * HI familiarly with his 
plain friends the Patriarchs, 
yet leſt his counſels ſhould ſlip 
out of the fraile minds of men, 
he commanded Moſes to write 
them. Litera ſcripta manet. 
The Jewes nice care of the let- 
ters was well made uſe of by 
Cod; for it became Septum 

Legis, whileſt they looked to 
|the words, God ſecured the] 
ſence : and how unſure all o-| 
ther, wayes are , we may per-| 
+cetve in that "ls Church hath| 
--[not preſerved the remem- 
'Fbrance of Chriſts miracles] 


which| 


| 
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which were unwritten. Lan- 
guage 1s the Garbe of Truth, 
it comes not abroad ti!l it be 
cloathed in words ; and fince 
Chriſt was not to ſtay here to 
preach alwayes, he enabled 
thoſe whom he deputed to de- 


Iclare his will in ſeveral langua- 


ges, that it might be under- 
ſtood by divers Nations, when 
it was ſpoken and heard, and 


becauſe the Apoſtles were to| 


die too, he commanded them 


to write it, and hath enabled}. 


his Chnrch to tranſlate it into 
the ſeveral languages of the 


{ world, and ſo they underſtand 


it being written and read. 

- And herein God ſhewed 
his care of the Vnlearned, who 
are the greater part of the 
world; for though they can- 


———_— 
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not gead the Qriginall; yet ha- 
ving a Tranſſatian , Which, in 
that it is a Tranſlation, agrees 
with the Original, they receive 
the ſame mind of God that the 
Learned do. Why ſhould any 
[man he unſatisfied with this 
way of delivery, whereas Prin- 
ces and States, 1n matters which 
they eſtecm the greateſt, re- 
ccive the Propoſals of Ambaſ- 
ſodours by an Interpreter? It 
to-read, or bear theſe read ,. be 
not ſufficient to direft us, what 
ſhall become of the blind, who 
can neither read Original nor 
Tranſlation : ? And itany think 
thar they ſay a great matter. a- 
gainſt Tranſlations, when they 
affirm , That me know not the 
ſignifecation. of Hebrew and 
Greek words , but by the report 


of 
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of men. They may as well ſay 
{o of our Mother-tongue; for 
we know not that this word 
Book ſignifies, that which men 
commonly. underſtand when 
they heare that word pro- 
nounced, but that we are told 
ſo; ſhall an Enclib-man for 
this fine reaſon doubt , whe- 
ther he can ſpeak true Engliſh 
or no? orſhall any chi14 neg- 
le&t his Duty to his Parents, 
whom he can know but by Re- 
port ? Behold how many ways 
can the divine Providence uſe 
one thing? The firſt divition 
of Tongues broke a fooliſh at- 
tempt of ſcaling the skies; 
This ſecond further'd a Noble 
Deſign of lifting us up the 
right way to Heaven. By the 
curtefie of ſo many Tranſtati- 
|. F 4 01s, 


 _ 
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| 


ns, the Holy Ghoſt appeares 

gain in clowen Tongues, Thoſe 
men which would make us be- 
lieve the written word, is no 
fit Rule, becauſe every body 
Skills not the Hebrew and 
Greek, do not only ſay that 


they are not a rule to us, but 
that they were not to the Jews 
or Grecians. For it 1s proba- 
ble ſome Jewes, and more then 
probable, that many Greeks 
could no more read Greek or| 
Hebrew, then many now can| 
read Engliſh:and how did they 
do? If we may be deceived by 
thoſe which interpret,ſo might 
they by thoſe which read. But 
if rhey ſay, as they would fain 


have 1t,that the Jews had an in- 


fallible ſpirit,chen it's lawful 


to ask where he lay, aſleep,] 
whilſt 


_ a | 


| 
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whilſt the Jews, being wickedly 
miſled, rejected the Meſſiah ? 
2. As the Scripture was the 
beſt way, and therefore moſt 
likely to be made uſe of by the 
wiſe God, ſo that we might be- 
lieve that he did, We have the 
teſtimony of all that were wor-| 
thy. to be believed, (i. e.) good 
men in all ages. The firſt age 
{aw things, writ the truth, and 
ſo witneſſed to it. The next 
age received, believed and 0- 
beyed the truth, and expreſſed | 
as great effects of the power of | 
it, as the firſt, and ſo on. So 
that we may fay as Saint Paul 
to Timothy, We will mind the 
Scriptures, knowing of whom 
we have received them. Thoſe 
who could not be willing to 
deceive themſelves (for they 
 ventur'd 
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renturd this and the other 
world on't) aud they. which 
did fo, what deſign could they 
have upon us ? 

2. The ſecond aflertion-a- 
bove-mentioned is, that what- 
foewver comes to us as Gods 
word , we onght not to reject it 
without weighty reaſons , to 
make us think he did not ſay it. 


Againſt the Scriptures, we can 


Qablcin this poinr. 

I. Invalidity in the evi- 
dence given for them. 

2. Sufficient Connter-wit- 
wilneſſe againſt theme. 

1. Asto the firſt, what can 
invalidate the evidence ? In- 
ſufficiency can be imputed but 
1pon two accounts, either they 
know not the things they wrote, 


imagine but two things obje-, 


or 


of the Holy Scriptures. 
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Bthey knew; as ſome Hereticks 
ſaid in Tertwllians time. Solent 
dicere non omnia Apoſtalos ſcif- 
ſe , eadem agitati dementia, 
qua rurſus, convertunt, omnia 
quidem Apoſtolos fciſſe , ſed non 
omnia 5mnuibus tradidifſe, in 
utroque Cbriſtum reprebenſiout 
ſubjicientes , qui aut minus in- 
firuSios aut parum fſumplices A- 
poſtolos miſerit. They uſe to 
ſay that the Apoſites knew not 
all things, and being aGted by 
the ſame madneſſe, they confeſſe 
that the Apoſtles might know 
all things, but that they did not 


deliver them, in both reproach- 


ſengers, which either. knew not 
| their errand, or were not ſo. þo- 
[' as to deliver it. What 

did 


— 


Hor they did not write the truth | 


ing Chriſt, a.s one that ſent meſ- 
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did ' they not know ? ho 

:ould they but know ? they 
were the Diſciples of Chriſt 
or | ſach as converſed ' with 
them.. Quts integre mentis cre- 
dere poteft eos aliquid ignoraſſe, 
quos Dominus individuos ha- 
buit in comitatu, in diſcipulatu, 
in convicin? &c. They were 
| ſuch as walkt with Chriſt, eat 
with him, or were ſcarce ever 
out of his company , or ſuch as 
wrote from the mouthes © 
cheſe and therefore they knew: 
and that they ſhould not relate 
-ruly what they knew , what 
can make any wiſe man think !B/ 
What, would they loſe their 

preſent fortunes, and capacity 
:0 all worldly advantages, 
and expoſe themſelves to all 
:ontempt and cruelty for what 


they} 
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wiithey knew to be a lic? and| 
this too only to'pleaſe them- 
ſelves in writing Chriſtian 
Religion, which of all things 
2Jdoth abominate a lie ? 

2. There is no ſufficient 
af Connter-witneſſe againſt them, 
# none ought to be eſteemed 
reſuch but the firſt age, and that 
atatfords none , for they ſaw the 
erfithings done, and many wrote 
aJthem , and their pens did but 
offibeare witneſſe with their eyes; 
wand the reſt ſaw them or might 
[te ſee them. £0 wir® mpg os Ieguon- 
ati g 'ux i105 7 Hb paepn of awry 5 Art |Luke 
© thou only that one of all that ſo- Am—_ 
irfjourne in Jeruſalem, that know- 
eyleſt not theſe things? or though | 
»s thou doſt but ſojourne there, how 
llicanft thou be ignorant of them? 4 
atfor they were not done in a cor- IE 
al ner. | 
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ſwaded him to betome a Chri 
ftian, which how was it pollible 


hood ? 


_ [they which refated them, col 


| naty way ; but that they had 


— — —— — 
NEE 


er, as Saint Puid ſaid to Agyip 
pz. They were of a piblic] 
cognitahce , and notoriouſly 


known, winch had almoſt per- 


Y w— a—_—_ 


if they had not been petfefly 
void of all ſufpicion of falſe 


For the next age 5 Who Cai 
imagine, but they would havt 
hifſed them off the Stave , if 
they had afted any thing but 
trace ftofies? Could the /e 
cond age, which faw not the 
things themſelves, be ſeduced 
to believe them, when the) 
were againſt theit world 
tnfereſt; and fach' things ; : 


not prove to'be trite iran ordi 


_— 


, ood 
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4ood aſſurance that they came 
trom Cod ? So that what any 
raile afterward , is of too late 4 
date, to fignifie any thing to 
iſe and good men. Who e- 
ver of any credit; nay, who at 
all wrote againſt Chriſt; 25 the 
Apoſtles wrote for him ? What 
they ſaw with their eyes; or 
heard with their eares, as Saint 
John, Or * mggd\inas mimwy 61 d#' 
tqxis duniier, xy, ini tyra fi ai 
as Saint Luke. Ewen as they de- 
livered them unto us , which 
from the beginning were eye- 
witneſſes, and + xr por of the 
word.” Chriſt had three fa- 
mous Ranks of enernies, and 
they gave their teftmoriy for 
him , Fews; Devils, and Hea- 
then Philoſophers. 
1. The Fewes wete his 


{worne 


I... Sa 
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ſworne. enemies , and when 
they brought Chriſt or his fol-||r 
lowers before Magiſtrates, they|Þ |c 
accuſed them of c:w1i{ ſedition, 
or for ſpeaking that which they 
then owned, but not for forgery, 
as we read in the accuſation of 


8 
h 
Q 
| Chriſt at Jeruſalem by the\fſ|i 
( 
h 


— 


| High Prieſt, and by Tertullus 
Oration before Feſtus. The 
Magiſtrates though moſt of! r: 
them had a mind to pleaſe thefſ| ir 
Jewes, and were few of them|ſſ| v 
ſuch as they ſhould be, yet they|{ ai 
onely commanded them toll A 
preach no more in that name, || lc 
but not reproved them for ly-|ſ|m 
| ing, which to have done, would| 
have been as vain an attempt, | h: 
as the former proved. Forſſ|ſc 
they were no ſooner .goneſ}o1 
forth, bur they preachedChrilt, | 
| Ro and, 


F of the Holy Scriptures. 


and confirmed the truth with 
miracles, as we read in the Acs 
of the Apoſtles. 

Befides this, the Fewes ini 
their books ſay ſo much for 
him , that they are a proof a- 
gainſt themſelves of falſhood, 
in what they ſpake againſt 
Chriſt. They confeſfe him to 
have been a great Prophet, and 
co have wrought miracles,(1.c 


in their opinion , he had God) | 


witnelle : (Zope dnp Wy drbog duny 
aijuy yen". is yar med itor ig2ur muntie.) 
And what can any man un- 
leſſe: malice hath made him 
mad, ſay againſt him, in whoſe 
behalfe he confeſſeth;that God 
hath born Teſtimony ? But 
ſee whither malice will carry 


one! A man will fall rather 


| then be. ſupported by one 


G 


whom! ' 
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« of their deſign was a confirmas 


Chriſtian Religion and the Ve- 


whom he caulcleſly hates. If 
there be not a New Teſtament, 
what will become of the Old ? 


rity thereof 15 the only proof, 
that Moſes and the reſt were 
true Prophets. 

2. The Devils were noto- 
r10us enemics, and pretended 
that Chriſt tormented them 
before their time with his ap- 
pearance, and ſpoy led: their 
Devillith ſport. "E« » ##iv. 2 oi 
yet they confeſſed himro be the 
Son of God, though he lighted 
their witneſle, if their witneſle 
was worth any thing , he had 
it; they thought to leſſen, him 
by. their. teſtimony, the malice 


t10n_ of his goodneſle. But 


ſprby the ſhould be own a thezp teſt 


mony | 


| 


: 
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mony whoir? he kfitew © be ly- 
ars fromthe beginning? {0 the 
Lacedemoniatirewon ' not haye 
a good. ſaying. ſullied with a 
wieked'mourh. 

But. as the Dew7{s durſt n6t 
but give Chriſt his due, fo the 
heathen world had' reaſon to 


believe their teſtimony;forthey 
rook the Devils ſayings for 
wine Ovacles, arid as they ſaw 
hem filent'd, Delphis oracula 
eſſart, ſo the Oracle told 
hem' who did it-, as it was 
reathing ſome of its laſt 
ſps. 


Nats (bar ®& aharnmi' we Nis's watdproTius 
Syd dy, 


Toy JN tv? wajKimery » B, iu Fall 
iK4 *%X, 


The: Hebrew child com- 


nds me t0':Dotd my tongue |: 


— . . 4 
—"_ 


Fuven . 


— 


4} 


"G4: bt *.3-o and} 


= 


—  —— 


- 
—— 
je I IS 


84 


The Credibility by 
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E 
L. 


IK 


prepar. 
Euang. 


| lib. 5, 


Cap-1. 


Euſeb.de 


: 


Lib.de- 
| def.orac, 


and be gone. Porphyrie the| " 
enemy of Chriſt doth not on-ſſi 
ly confeſle the former, n 


"Os Gt wor, reimeds goyeyrown 40iy er” Ani on 
"Ory#7* inn phoyoby pus BraCemu *upgiyiog Pos, 


O me | my Tripodes are over 
thrown, 
The true Sun puts out the falſe 


one 5 


But doth alſo plainly confeſl 
who that Sun was ; 1857 3 nwepin 
Satan ris (icy Snpooies wouneas on 
Since Chriſt was worſhipped,w! 
loft the publick benefit of th 
Gods. The Oracle which Tu 
lian alſo conſulced could nc 
| ſpeak, being choaked with thi 
bones ' of a Chriſtian Mar 
Babylas, who was buried har 
by. Had Plutarch but minde 


this, it would have ſaved him$ 
Fs HAT, greaf 
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| great deal of labour, which he 
[ſpent in vain, to aſſign ſo ma- 


ny fooliſh cauſes of the defe&t | 


of Oracles. Neither would 
he have fo perverted the ſtory, 
which he reports concerning 


the howling of the Devils up- 


M4r 4 wi2a5 Ora. The news of great 
Pan's death, as he fayled by 
the Palodes, it was but a con- 
tradiction to himſelf to think 
any great Devill was dead, and 
that the reſt howl'd for him, 
for he eſteemed them immor- 
tal ſpirits. But if by that great 
Pan the God of Shepherds, was 
J lignified, Chrift, the Shepherd 
of the Sheep, whzes @ dun, preat 
Lin his death, as the Authour 


on Thamns his proclaiming, | 


to the Hebrewes calls him," 


per-|. 


(though, ourTranſſation 
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| VEFts the lence of the place ) 
who died about this time : 
Fhey had great reaſon to 
howle, for by death be deſtroyed 
bin that had tegr& fardte the 
| kiggdom ar Dominian of death, 
M (1. a Deyill. Far fo 
F Kei rt1ggs dg ismp wh iamide, 
_! _ Idfmp priceert ts of cipuns hepa yulr fs | 
1 He killed death,tormeuted Hell, 
YF and (lew tbe mmnrdexer,. Far as 
I Chriſt had before tald'us that| 
| he waulg, ſa now. he did bjud| 
the ftroyg 114%, the Nevill, and 
2 [pe: 1-4 bis gods , thoſe Tri-l 
>| poceslmages, and the reft © 
(ft the Idolatrons Luggage, were 
| his chick hoyuſheld-ſtyff,, which 
wt © -Hhetoopk up& went his waY, as | 
7 54. +. 8 \Platarch witnglleth.ket carua bs 
| , 3; CLC%:V20 j4ipn 74 7 puguerg, quymix edgy of 7h 
| ©755þ 3 The HegubemPhilyfaphers 
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which being convinced with 
[0 [the demonſtration of his truch 
became Chriſtians. Dionyſuus 
I [the Areopagite,Polycarp \ 7 uſtin, 
| | [ren&#ns,Athenagoras,&c. The 

Were acknowledged Philoſo- 
phers, and whether they were 
true converts or no, they ſhew- 
lcd ; for divers of them became 
15 Marty rs. T may addeto thoſe 
| hamed before Origen , who 
dl when the deluge of [dolatry 
al had overfpread the learned 
i-fllworld; was that holy Ark in 
fi] which Philofophy was preſer- 
eflived for the ſervice of Chriſti-} 
bYlan REO: a ſufficient proof 


A lof this he gave in the confuta- 


bore witnefle to him, many ey 


wlGon of that railer Cel/us; forÞ +, .* 


"he took off the danger of his by. 
Dlphonigy. at i chaſtiſcd the Tp 
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bold wit of his lying pen, and 
ſpoyled the heatheniſh hopes 
by undoing that fooliſh obje- 
Qion , to wit, that none but the 
rude multitude became diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, they ſaw it was 
not want of learning that 
made them Chriſtians, for Ori- 
gen had ſo much, that the moſt 
learned Plotinus- feeing him 
amongſt his Auditors bluſh, 
and after a few words abrupt- 
ly brake off his LeGure. 

But why ſhould I go about 


to reckon thoſe ſtarres, which 


gave light to this truth ? and 
whereas 'tis ſaid, that there 
were many others, which dark- 


| nedall that thoſe miſled Con- 


yerts could ſay, we may eafily 
make anſwer to this. 

Amongſt theſe Celſus muſt 

_ . + ©» have 


y 
__ _—_ 
, > * * S. - 


bh pd 7, op = Pp = m5 —_, 4 A RW. Ween 


> 


MP_A PO A m-, ae 4 


a the Holy Scriptures. 


have the diſgrace to be named 
firſt , for he was the firſt that 
wrote againſt Chriſtian Religi- 
on. He denied not the miracles 
of Chriſt, but would needs per- 

{wade theworld that they were 
Magicall. But as he might learn 
this of the Fewes, for he read 
the New Teſtament , though 
to a moſt helliſh end, ſo there 
he might have learned anan- 
{wer. when Chriſt caſt out 
Devills, they ſaid it was by 
walnates a Prince among 
them, but Chriſt does con- 
vince them of folly for think- 
ing that a Prince would al- 
fiſt to deſtroy his-own king- 
dom, and condemns them by 
their own diſciples, whom 


| by divine power 3, by « «which 


means | 


- F 4 


f| they acknowledged to do it} 
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meanes they were. convinced 
of faying nothing to the pur- 
pole, or elſe more then they 

wilt : againſt themſelves. Celſus 
his defign was not only over- 
thrown in words by Origen, as 
appeares 1n his moſt excellent 
books, but whilſt he diſputed 
iſt motion, Origen walked 
up and down, (1. e.) whilſt one 
cavird at Chriſts mitacles, the 
other and his contemporaries 
did them by his Name and 
Prayers. So the Diſciples of 
Chirrſt long before by ſpecial] 
Miracles, ('s ms Tuy" ods) COnyer- 
ted the meftury meine, theſe 
which uſed Magical Arts, and 
[they burnt thetr - Conjaring 


_[books. Its moſt rinreafonable| 
ro think that the Devils had a 
p gents oy. for the 
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Goſpel which thee miracles} 
confirmed, was their extirpati- 
on whereever it came. 

So Origen having in worda| 
and deed, made a juſt vindicati- 
on of our Saviours honour, to 
cut off all further objeCtion> 
at one blow (in the ſecond of 
his books againſt Cel/zs) ſets 
him this impoſſible taske. 


My" Tous uw dvd und iy; avid x ba 


Perry rw Tamar, boi” & n- ©O' inves nor of 
Oye pourt Ths &@ wins durauine frmyea? 
ine yer TH yire of A I,oTer xi Griggs 

(91 aT) YCias HfUap7 4), (1. e:) L of 
bem fbew us not many but a few, 
way but ene, fuch as Chriſt was, 
who with the divine glory of his 
Miracles and powerfirl wiſdom 
of bis boly doGirine did fo much 


good unto mankind, mended the \ 


i 


world which lay in-wickettneſſe,| 
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f 
| what Chriſt did? who without| 


and of the | worſt of men , "made 


ſo many thonſands good. 


Arnobins ſecing them gra- 
vel'd with this, made them a 
great abatement , and put the 
challenge with this variation. 
Poteſtis aliguem nobis monſtra- 
re ex omnibus illis magis, qui 
unquam fuere per ſecula, con- 
femile aliquid Chriſto milleſi- 
ma ex parte qui  fecerit | qui ſi- 
ne nulla vi carminum, &c. (1. e.) 
Can you ſhew us any of the Ma- 
gicians in any age , which per- 


ormed but the thouſand part o 


any inchantments , juices 0 


berbs, obſervations of ſacrife- 
ces, or tipres, did ſuch things by 


* | the power of his great Name? 


Nething burtful , nothing de- 


| Hog: but ping worthy of| 


oo 
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God, full of goodneſſe, and belp 


to men, &Cc. 

Unto theſe demands Por- 
phyry could give no ſatisQion, 
though he took up the Cudg- 
ells which were beaten our of 
the hands of Celſ/zs, moved 
probably with indignation, to 
ſee the blood of one of 
his own: party run down fo 
freſh , whoſe head was juſtly 
not long before broken by 
Origen. But he reſolved to 
exprelle his hatred of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, though he had 
nothing to ſtuffe his bookes 
withall, but ſuch railing as Cel- 
ſus had before him uſed, as 
Hierom witnelleth y his pre-|, 
face to his CommenAries upon 
he Epiſtle to the Galatians./ 
A little after, Hierocles*think- 
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.ing che matter but impertecly 


done,tried once more to mend 
it, & he went(ſo far in the way 
ot the former , that as Enfebi- 
us reparts , he wrote agatn 
[the very ſelie-fame things 
which they had' wrote before 
him. Etodos 5 Arabs th enyur uw dv 
[nl q veperys# FOlparty » 21. xgt buf pact gty vob 
UV a3 ans. d mo3ovanuyts He ſtole ant. 
predently out of their writings 
not only'the. ſence ,. but the very 
words and ſyllables, only he' at- 
tempted to anſwer rhe queſti- 
pn of Origen by naming: Apel+ 
lonius Tyaneus whom he would 
needs put as a'great Antichriſt 
in comparifon of our Saviour; 
as cquallgg and excelled by-his 
works. the: anſwer to him 
is not hard, for: as the-things 


which he: oppoles are ng way | 


i&Y; compu 
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comparable, fo the.evidence of 
of them 1s very. imlufficient, 
viz. the book of one fengle Fa- 
bler. The things were ſlight for | 
though he tells ſtrange ſtaries, 
they go far ſhort of his purpoſe, | 
being ſome groſſely wicked, ſun-| 
dry, of them Magical devices, 
many pz4ifully inſugnificant,and 
ridiculous, all ot.them, of con- 
temptible quotatian to- frame a+ 
omparilon- againld. Chriſt. - 

Some are groſſely wicked, as 

is offering ſacrifice. to a 
peale the Chold of. Polamatins 
ind his. making prayers to-hin 
o.lay,afide his anger. againſt 
he Greeks, whichy it lqems. Fe-- 
ained ſtill with him, in the: 
ther. world;and that. h& would 
| Kive leave, that, many of; them: 
'F Bf, LEY wile 2; and, 20 6 
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ing che matter but impertecrly 
done,tried once more to mend 


| it, & he wentlſo far in the way” 
of the former , that as Enſebi- c 
t 


us reparts, he wrote again 
[the very ſelie-ſame things 
which they had wrote before 
him. Epodos 5 ira: th enyor \u Sw 
land 6 Lepore Þ Vouparty » 21). xgi ipraoty vp 
ouv aSar;. d moxuanuiye, He ſtole ants 
prdently out of their writings 
not only the. ſence ,. but the very 
words and ſyllables, only he at-+ 
tempted to anſwer rhe quelſti- 
on of Origen by naming: Apel+ 
lonius Tyaneus whom he would 
needs put as a'great Antichriſt 
in comparifon of our Saviour; 
as cquallgd and excelled by.his} 
works. the: anſwer to him | 


is not hard, for. as the-things 
which he oppoſes are no way 
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comparable, to the.cvidence of 
of them 1s very. in{ufficient, 
vi%. the book gf one fengle Fa- 
bler. The things were ſlight; for | 
though he tells ſtrange ſtaries, 
they go far ſhort of his purpole, 
being ſome groſſely wicked, ſun | 
dry, of them Magical devices, 
many p#4ifully inſugnificant,and 
ridiculous, all ot,them, af con+ 
temptible quotatian to- frame a+ 
ompariſon- againld Chriſt. 
|| Someare groſſely wacked, as 
| his offering ſacrifice. to a 
zeaſe the Choſt of Palamedes, 
and his. making prayers to-hingy 
o.lay. aſide his anger. agaiat 
he Greeks, which, it. ſgems. re-.| 
| Fnained ſtill with him, in the; 
| Þther. wor Id;and that, he would 
| Þive leave, that many of; them: 
gf SFO wiſe and, good;!|-' 
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and yet he himſelf durſt not 
teach Antiſthenes; who deſired 
to learn of him , becauſe the 
Ghoſt of Achilles forbad him, 
 Antiſthenes being forſooth one 
that uſed to ſpeak well of his 
enemy, He&or. Alſo at the 
command of this envious ſoul, 
he went an Ambaſſadour to the| 
Theſſalians, to perſwade them| 
to renew their ſacrifices at the) 
grave of Achilles, which at his] 
Mediation they did. A good 
man indeed, that could find in 
his hearr to offer ſacrifice to 
pacifie the wicked fſoules 0 
men that kept anger and re 
venge, after they had departed 
this life,? 

Among his Magical dewices 
I reckon his ſewer rings,which 


s ay he called bay cate” the 
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ſewe n Planets, which he WOre| A 
each day differently accord- 
ing to the name of the Planet, 
which the day bore. Thele he 
received of the Indians, whom 
Philoftratus coniclles Magici- 
ans, and tells many pretty ſto- 
riesthem, as of their Tables, 
which moved of — 
and brought in dinner of brea 

fruits and herbs , which " 
themſelves in order, better then| 
anyCook could do.As alf o of their 
Ciſterns,two of winezand two of 
water; one hot, one cold , which 
came into the Dipive-Room of 
themſelves, and of little pages 
of black braſs, which mingled the 
winewith water, and powred it 
forth, alſo of two Hogs-hzads, 
one filled with water, another 
with wind, Us which they\: 
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| 
ſupplyed the - Countrey , with|||# 
ſhowers, if it was drye , or as|[/ 
occaſt 208 required , with freſh” 
|Jarre, not much kl to Ho-|| - 
mers, or the Laplanders bottles.\f|® 
Theſe things - Apollonins ap- lc 
proved, and makes great. hopeſſſ 
concerning himlelf , that hel 
ſhould: prove ſome-body , be- he 
ing one that had drunk of the! qu 
Cup of Tantalus , that 1s, com- fa 
municated with them in their A 
ſecret myſteries, as we read into 
his letter to Farchas, and what 
he praCiled according to wl. 
theſe principles, Philoſtratusfo! 
ſets down at large. wa 
Other things were extreme-or 
ly ridiculous,as that in hisjour- 
ney to India, finding a dea 
Lioneſſc that- had eight youny 
4 ones ine E er oY ; he foretold 
2 2 oh Fn. i 2 
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that his flay in that comntrey 
ſhould be a yeare and eight 
months, the Lioneſſe ſignifying 
a year - forfooth, and the yourig 
whelps , months. Hoy rtdicu- 
lous allo is that converle, 
which he pretended to have | ' 

| with the Ghoſt of Achilles? | Lib.4 
he only asked hima few ſlight |©25: 
queſtions concerning Homers| ' 
' fabulous ſtories; as whether 
cY Achilles was buried according 
to the relation of the Poets, whe- 
tAlther the Muſes wept for him, | 
off whether Polixena was killed HB 
Mffor bis ſake, whether Helen 2 
was ever at Troy, and how| y 3 
Greece was able to fend ſo ma- of 
ny gallant men againſt it , and 
aftly , whether Homer knew 
n Palamedes, or if he did, why he 
Adid not ſet down his diſco] es? 
HB 2.443 - Theſe: 
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Theſe were the five great que-ſ (ir 
ſtions which he asked Achilles A 
the reſolurion of {uch queries th 
did as much good- to the P/ 
world, as a man got with go-WC} 
ing into Jupiters Temple in Aro 
cadia; for when he came forth, So 
they ſaid his body did caſt nofſth 
ſhadow; for which was he bet-J li] 
ter or worle ? Theſe thing) 
thus ſtoried of Apollonins , arc 
ſo iar from proving him equal 
to Chriſt, that they leave him: 
great way ſhort of a good man 
"30 Did our Saviour ſeek glorffi n: 
Þ- [BY {uch things? did the ApoJC} 
EF. | ſtles lean upon ſuch reeds! 

Sa | Or if 1t be {aid that he pertorm 
Z [ed lome things of better notef co 
| and particularly ſome greafff 
cures; Taniwer, ſo did, an@w 
lo do many Phyſz6ians, that deflw 


fire 


__—————__—_—_—___—E——— 


hy 0 
= >* + 
——_— 4 6. a. 


” LE, 
—_ ——_— of " un AM. " ah " - 
c—=—— * W- —___@_ "OO E_S 
. S. - " "Fs =o = _ 


: . ' ' 
=” . - 
' £s z $,- - 
+ A l _ 
+ * C5 * | bo, 


Y Ss o-.. 
— a —_— CO” 


| of the Holy Scriptures. IO1 I 


fire not to be adored for it. 
And it he taught ſome good 
things, ſo did many excellent 
Philoſophers , Heatheniſh and 
Chriſtian, which one ſhould. 
Þ fooliſhly compare with Chriſt. 
So that though Celſzs bragged 
that many might eaſily appear 
like unto Chriſt, (but named 
none ) and Hzerocles would 
needs take this for one, yet we 
lee with what little realon he 
did it,as to the things reported. 
And as they are not to be 
named in the fame day with 
Chriſts moſt glorious nnderta- 
T king.,and performances; (o their 
teſtimony for what they are, 1s 
contemptible , one {tngle Philo- 
ftratus , and he confeſles that 
what one Damis an Aſſyrian 
whom Apollenins took up in| .. | 
2 -F £m his] «| 
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his way tolndia , had not very | nc 


handſomely written concern- 
ing his travels; and what 
Maximus a Cilician added con- 
cerning what Apolloninus did 
in the City Zg# , he gathered 
together at the requeſt of 
Queen Fulia , and fo patched 
up his ſtory. Alas, what 15 this 
to the teſtimony of thouſands, 
and ten thoulands of wiſe and 
good men, that /ived in the 
confeſſron of Chriſt, and died 
for the Confirmation of his Gol- 
pel. Apollonins his name for all 
thoſe ſtories outlives his ho- 
nour , neither could that wri- 
ting ſupport any great regard 
of him in the world; andin- 
deed all it comes to is only a 
doubttall remembrance.of ſuch 
things as moſt of the world 


Fae "oY PP ——_— _ 
. ch * | vt 


*..o 
* 


= - , p__ 
a. ” » S + % A 


never | 


of 


" the Hoh Seriptnrer. 


never heard of, and the wiſeſt, 
of thole that do, deride. Pho- 
e(f 17s in his forty fourth book, 
az alſo in the twenty fourth, 


hath marked them with thele 


1 

| 
black coales. i153 mn nipm —— 
F yomm, & mio mma Jag fa oli --- *Aroi- 
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| | xiy aeu7pivoy &" 3g of vin yer mo? mf wWoek, 
(ie). Philoſtratus gathered to- 
| gether a company of abſurd | 


and incredible things , full of 
| madneſſe , meer fables, invent- 2 
| ed zo pleaſe Apollonius, which "i 
[zone of any ſence or reaſon 
would believe. And therefore | 
Exſebins in his book entituled 
againſt Hzierocles, but written 43 
chiefly againſt Philoftratus, did 2 
juſtly taxe Hierocles, who. was C 
otherwile a grave Philoſopher, , 
for the unreaſonable'credulity,], | 
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which he gave to 'o ſuch odde 
relations, ſo inſufficiently wit 
nefied, and let him fee that 
Chriſtians are not {uch fooles 
as he would make them, for 
belicving in Chriſt Jeſus, not- 
Wy ichſtanding all that Hierocles 


could oather out of that book. 
Leſt any ſhould make obje- 
Con againſt what I have ſaid 


as if the Honour of Apollonins 


depended not upon the fi ng 
teſtimony of Philsſtratus , | 

ſhall adde a' few words. It's 
true, there is alſo a ſhort ſtory 
related by Flawins Vopiſcns 
concerning the apparition of 
Apollonins many yeares aftet 
his death to- Aurelian the Em- 
peronr, a little before the ta- 
king of Tyan, and that he 
charged the Emperour to ſhew 


mercyſ} 
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mercy to the Inhabitants , Au- 
— vis vincere, nihll eft 
quod de civinum meorum nece 
cogites, &c. whereupon , he 
faith, that Aurelian, though he 
had Yowed, upon their ſhut- 
ting the gates againſt him, zot 
to leave ſo much as a dog alive 
in the Town,intending cheutter 
ruine of the place, yct he only 
killed the Dogs, but ſparcd al] 
thepeople,exceptHeraclammon, 
by whole treachery he gained 
the place; and promiſed a Tem- 
ple and Statues to Apollonins. 
If we grant this apparition 
to have been true, it is no ſuch 
great matter. It was not the 
firſt time, that the Dewill ap- 
peared in a Prophets mantle. 
But we may well ſuſpect the 
Trath of it, both becaulc it 1s 
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not mentioned in Aurelians 
letter to Mallizs Chilo, where- 
; in he gives him an account of 
[the taking of Tyana, and why 
he killed Heraclammsn,though 
he ſpared the reſt; whett it 
ſeems utterly 1mprobable, that 
he would have concealed that 
apparition, had ir been the 
reaſon of his clemency. Be- 
tides, Vopiſcus,though he ſaith, 
he had this Tal? from grave 
mcn, and read it written in tin- 
men in the Vipian Library, yet 
{grants that he believed it, the 
rather becauſe of the great- 
nefſe of Apollonius , which he 
underſtood from Grezk books, 
that is, thoſe of Philoftratus, 
which are diſcredited already. 
And confeſleth in the begin- 
ning of his ſtory , that Funins|| 
. Tiberi- 
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Tiberianns , at whole requeſt] 
he wrote it, in honour of Au- 
relian, of whom he claimed 
kindred, bad him fill it up with 
lies or any thing, ( Scribe ut 
lilet : ſecurus , quod welis, di- 
cas, habiturus mendaciorum co- 
mites, quos hiſtoric# eloquentia 
miramur autores) and totake 
off his ſcruples if he had any, 
which he makes no ſhew that 
he had concerning Truth , he 
told him, that he ſhould not be 
the firſt that wrote /ies among 
true things, many other Hito- 
rians having done the ſame. 

I have made no mention of 
Julian called the Apoſtate, be- 
cauſc I ſuppoſe his dying con-+ 
fefſion witneſſed to the Truth, 
that he contradicted before , it 
= be true, which Theodoret 


—:IEJates, 
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relates, (1. e.) that he flung his 
blood in the ayre , not with a 
Koynark 77 ti sror» Here Cyclops, 
drink thy wine , but with the 
diſcontentof a conquered ene- 
\my, making a murmuring aC- 
knowledgement of .victory , 
wiz; Tenan Oalilean thou baſt 
overcome. Poor Julian ! 'mer 


qpAnTTar WE21ayimn3d8 BadVCos ws mhs 7 Ta 
xitdtor enxanrins: Is thy tonone re- 
gencrated, and doſt thou thus 
joyn with the Churches of the 
Galileans ? which words he 
uſed by way ofſcorn,.in one 
of his Epiſtles to lamblicus. 
This I have ſaid in part, to 
anſwer what is objected by 
the Heathen Philoſophers, but 
if we look 2 little further, we 
ſhall find others of their own, 
more delerving faith, that 
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blurred all the forementioned 
contradictions with ſufficient 
reproach; by reporting much 
more againſt their own Rel:- 
gron,in which there 1s nothiug 
of worthy mention, bur they 
| witneſſed againſt it, G e.) their 
Gods, their Worſhippers , their 
Worſhip , and the Motives of 
it, which were fained miracles. 

Of their Gods, what ſayes the 
ſearned Satyriſt deriding the 
Agyptians tor worſhipping 
| Onions and Leeks. 

0. SanSas Gentes, quibus |F 
hee naſcuntur in bortis Nu- 
mina | 

0 heavenly people ! their 
Gods grow in their gardens. 
And Polienus in Petronins ha- 
ving killed a Goole which was 
om—_—_— to the ob{ceneldo] 


of! 
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of Lampſacum, when the Prie- 
fteſſe, or rather Witch (colded 
at him, Peace ſaith he. Ecce 
duos aureos pono, unde poſſitis 
&» Deos &» Anſeres emere,here 
is money for thee to buy both 
Gods and Geeſe. | 
The forementioned Satyriſt 
ſpeaking of the Roman wor- 
ſhippers having deſcribed their 
vile manners, by which they 
were loathſome to all good 
men, addes. 

En animam ( nientem, cum 
queis Dii noGte loquantur ! 
Theſe are ſoules meet for divine 
communion , which are indeed 
fitter to be tranſported into 
ſwine, then to know divine Ex- 
taſies. 

As for their worſhip, the ob- 


{cure Poet who it may be wrote 
| x Ng 


{ 
( 
( 


"I. y_ - RW"; 


ho. 


"of the Holy Scriptures. 


as plain as he durſt, fayes that 

their oblations wanting that 

which 15 the ſpirit and excellcn- 

cy of true worſhip. 

Compoſitum jus faſque animi, 
ſanboſque receſſus 

Mentis , ©» incofium generoſo 
pefius honeſto. 

(i. ec.) Holineſſe of ſoules deep- 

ly tinciur'd with wertue , were 

to as {light purpole as could be. 

Nempe hoc quod Veneri dona- 
te a wvirgine puppe , (1.C.) as 
much as the Virgins receive 
oe towards their fruitfulneſſe 

by offering their babies and pup- 
[pets to Venus at their mar- 
riage. 

But this is not all, for the 
worſhip of their Gods and 
Goddeſſes were full of ſuch 
villanics, that modeſt perſons 
were 
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; were aſhamed to be preſent at 
them, and their conſecrated]fl| 
places were filthy finks of all 
fleſhly luſt, as they confeſſc 
; themlelyes. 

of Fmven. | Nota bone ſecreta Dee---- 

3 Sat.g, |= Nam quo non proſtat f.emina 
L templo? 

Theſc things the Chriſtians 
did not forget to object to 
them, Arnobixs in his fifth book 
told them home of them. Qi; 
eft enim qui credat honeſtatis 
aliquid inea re eſſe, quam ineant 
viles Galli, &c. (1. e.) thei 
religious rites were ſo baſe, tha 
to name them was againſt mode: 
iſty, ſo full of ſhame, that the 
[were only to be reproved with i 
lence, and ſhut eyes. 

And for their Miracles, Po 
bins libr. 16. in that Para 
LS Ia rn? grap! 
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7+ £9 Thu x, \iw\oÞoEeiy Ths cu9g52eiag xeep, 
doth not onely contelle that 
they were invented nj r 01aog- 
Cer hv Te wanJes cuoifery ms 73 ©7op, 
(1.e.) to uphold the ſuperſtition 
of the vulgar; but he faith al- 
{o, that thoſe who wrote ſuch 
things for true Hiſtory , were 
ſuch as wanted 
contmon ſence, and addes fur- 
ther, «52mie%v, let them be re- 
jefted, This Teſtimony is not] 
more fill then the Relator was 
faith-worthy , for he was fo 
great a lover of Truth, that in 
writing a ſtory, he regarded 
not Countrey or friends, and for 
that amongſt other Excellen- 
cies was admired by Czcero, 
Strabo, and Plutarch, as Cauſa- 
bon hath recorded to his prailc, 

- 1 


dm ymxiag wJuyis, 


graph which 1s inſcribed ne: 


in 
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in the Preface which he hath 
written to his noble Hiſtory. 
So that the Adwerſaries proofs 
being difturbed and diſcredi- 
ted by themſelves, thry have 
no better ſuccefle in their. e7- 
dence againſt the doGirine of 
Chriſt , then they had 1n the 
condemnation of his perſon, 
(whom the heathen judge con- 
demned by compulſion , and 
abſoly'd according to his con- 
ſcience) for after they had pack- 
edand fkuffled the matter,when 
all was done, the witneſles did 
not agree among themle]ves. 
2. As the way of propoſal 
appeares very credible by 
what hath been ſaid, ſo ſe- 


condly, the things ſo propound- 
ed, are in themſelves for the 
{moſt part evidently true. Great 

Truth 
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Truths have an innate proof, 
by which they are apt to pre- 
vaile upon mens minds to van- 
quiſh unbelict, and chaſe away 
errour. The wards of the 
forementioned FPiſtarian, as 
they are recited by Cauf, abon 1n 
his Epiſtle to the King of 


France, are molt full to "- 


purpoſe: Exiſtimo equidem na- 
turam humano generi veritatem 
conſtituiſſe Nawes Maximum 
maximamgz vim illi attribuiſſe. 
Nam cumab omnibusoppugnetur, 
atque adeo omnes nonnunquant 
veriſumiles conjecture a menda- 
cio ſtent, ipſa per ſe neſcio quo 
modo in animos howinum ſeſe 
inſunuat, &- modo repente ſnam 
ilam vim exerit modo 6 tene- 
bris longo tempore obte&ia ad ex- 
tremum ſuapte vi ipſa wihcit 
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| i obtinetque, "ON, de mendacio tri- 
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umphat. How fitly did the Hi- 
ſtorian praile the Truth which 
he loved ? 

The Truths of the Scripture 
like the Sun-beames , are their 
own Diſcovery , but One nay 
contract them into thele two 
claſſes , wherein we may have 
a clear view of them, and per- 
ceive a warm influence from 
thence, falling upon our minds 
won hearts. 


. The firſt is this. . They 


are fuck things as are moſt wor- 


thy of the Goodneſſe, Truth, and 
Wiſdem of God. What is more 
becomeing the Maker of the 
world; then its Reparation,con- 
fidering his Goodnefle , which! 
all the world doth acknow- 
ledge to be infinite ? What 
more 
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more pertinent meanes then 
Repentance and Remiſſion of | 
fins? What more can be done 
but to forgive our [/], and 
make us Good again? what way 
to take oft our fins, but his 
Grace, {ince we could never 
make him amends ? And for 
the way in which he doth it, 
(i.c.) Chriſt Teſus, why ſhould 
we make ſcruples , when he 
hath revealedit? Did the Hea-| 
then hope from the Nature of 
God (a good ground) and ſhall 
not we much more truſt in that 
and his Declarations , which 
are indeed the meaſure of our 
expeciations ? For his Precepts 
they are all ſuch as become the 
holy and juſt God, full of benig- 
by , like the Father of the 


World. It's moſt Q ore of 
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vill'd at, as contrary to reaſon, 


him to teach love , that ſhewes| 
ſo much , and it becomes a Sa- 
viour to. command his Diſci- 
ples to forgive. 


If any thing might be ca- 


becauſe it ſeems {o to ors, it is 
allured, becauſe he that made 
right reaſon,aflerts it:or if fome 
great thing ſcem hard to us, 
who know not the true com- 
paſſe of created power, yet they 
are made credible enough, fince 
they are ſaid by God, who is 
Almighty in his aworks, and true 
all his words, and fo we are 
ſecured from the errour of mil- 
belief, knowing the Scriptures 
and the Power of God. _ 

2. They are ſuch things as 
agree with Goodneſſe, Truth,and 
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|: iſdome in us, fo farre 
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there is any in us. Since the te- 
ſtimony of moſt known wit- 
nefles 1s the beſt, we have here 
the moſt proper witneſle , the 
correſpondency of revealed 
Truth with the in-dwellin 


| the faireſt poſſeſſon of this lite, | 


land by all prepares us for an 


Truth of our own ſouls. What 
hath God propounded , but it 
doth engble our minds, enlarge 
our capacities,direcs our choice, 
ſecure us in the uſe of meanes ? 
hiscommand_s are {uch, as if we 
do, we live in them, (i. ce.) find 
great reward in obeying them. 
Obſervance of them makes us 
happy, in all our confidera- 
tions, and terminates in a 
Calm of (oule , a true peace of 
Conſcience, (1. e.) ſettles us in 


immortal ſtate of Bliſſe, and 
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| wiſe heathens ; preferred t this 
| before all the world. So Plo- 
tHinus & igarT@ w;ws 
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. ina mis deisu; Bbiag is 6 wer ryan warg- 
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dey.ds 1; «mow, $iC. (1.C.) This is 


| the gre eateſt and laſt ſtrife of 


ſoules, in which we are to ſpare 


no labour, leſt we ſbould loſe our 


part of f that beſt viſuon,for which| 


we ought ts deſpiſe all the king- 
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domes of the world. How Jorh 
this conſent to the Scripture, 
whoſe main deſign is to fit us 


for that Immortality, which 
Chriſt hath by them brought to 
light.” 

I could wiſh thatHierocles had 
written alwayes afrer that fa- 


[ſhion, which he does in the end 
lof his Commentaries upon the 
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doctrine of the Pithagoreans, 
a noble lect, as Origen, that 
well knew them, calls them, 
his words are theſe. Tin is ne- 
Vayeenns dyuyis 7 wicgs y Jus ff Ghw? 
vmHiges Arbkom Ts hy os Solar Hans; 
puariamliv, iy" Gray 6 0% Savars xonss ares” 
Kamni worries cm ys 7% Onnmor wad , xoi\ ow 
reTs qu'oy &mdurauirus, ay; Thr araricy 
Toi62Y wew utaver bt ff qinenogias Ay ara” 
damn. This is the end of the Py- 
thagorean Diſcipline , that we 
may be made all wing for the 
purſuit of divine things , and 
that when the time of death 
ſtall approach, all thoſe that 


bave been exerciſed in the ſtrifes 


of wertue , leaving the Mortal 
body upon the ground, and put- 
ting off this lower nature , may 
be prepared for their heavenly 
journey, 

. How 
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How much theſe things corre- 
{pond with the Deſign of re. 
vealed Truth, every one 
knowes, and therefore I need 
not report further. 
Thirdly, the Expreſſions in 
which Cod hath delivered 


| b1s mind are plain, and fairl, 


intelligible ; his Truths arc 
perſpicuouſly laid down before 
the eyes oi men : but here we 
muſt diſtinguiſh of Truths, 
Jome are neceſſarily. to be 
known to ſalvation , ſome are 
not. Some things being writ- 
cen ad neceſſitatem ſalutis, and 
ſome .ad ubertatem copnitionis. 
All things in the Scripture are 
not plain , who ever faid that 
they were? Neither are all 
plain things neceſlary, but no- 


oy 4 which. is neceſſary , is ob- 
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ſeure. There are many chings| 
{in Scripture of which there zs 
|filuſe, though they be not in 
fl rhemſelves neceſſary , that are 
plain, and ſome of thele arc 
obſcure, but whatever our fal- 
vation requires us zeceſſarily q. 
co know, we may know; for 
there it is plainly revealed. 
[Such is Faith and Piety , by 
ll which we worſhip God; Cha- | 
\M[ rity, and Righteonſneſſe which 7 
| we owe tO our neigh. bour, (1. EC. ) 
eBlto all men, Prudence and So- 
Ml briety, by which we are taught 
1 to govern our ſelves according 
to true reaſon, and are dire&- 

ed to the attainment of our 
laſt end, which is happineffe 
|f}in God. And as long as theſe 
I things are made plain in which 
we arc ſo CONcern <3 we may 
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well give thanks to. God in 
the Philoſophers. words. x 


Tj-paraeg vim, in  erayngie indince 


euro , A I: Some un "apa yngta. 
Thanks be unto the bleſſed God, 
that hath made all neceſſary 
things eaſie , but things more 
difficult, not neceſſary. 

Theſe neceſſary Truths are 
laid down plainly in two re- 
{pecs. | 

i. Szmply,and freed from all 
deceitful Amphibologies. There 
is no covering of a double mind 
under dark words. The Oracles 
| of old were infamous for jug- 
ling in ſpeeches equally capa- 
ble of contrary interpretations. 
\ Thoſe which Jie and fear dil- 
covery , as all liars do, had 
need ſpeak as doubtfully as 

they cany but God who hath 
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told us nothing bur Truth, 
hath done as it became Truth, 
with plainneſſe. The Nevills 
being forc't ſometimes to give 
acceptable anſwers , of whoſe 
Truth they doubted them- 
ſelves, hid a contrary ſence 
under the vain ſhew of a pro- 
mile, and put the beſt fide out- 
ward, that ſo their Clients 
might _ away a prelent 
comfort, &when the event an- 
{wer'd not the expeCation, the 
Oracle had ſtill a reſerve. The 
poor men, beſides the undoing 
of their hopes, ſuffering allo the 

abuſe of their underſtanding. 
They were deludedas much 
with the uncertainty of Dire- 
Fions: they could have no 
better then the Devill knew 
how to ge, : and ſo awhen the 
| "Enquirer, 
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Enquirer had received his -ad- 
vice, he knew not what to do, 
becauſe hisConnſellour, when he 
gave it, knew not what to ſay. 

Secondly, Gods will is 
plainly revealed, (1. e. ) the 


meaning of his words is fo in- 


capacities, that it requires not 
ftrong parts , or great learning, 
to find it out. The Lamb may 
wade into it ſecurely; if any 
willing foule ſeck. there for 
what he 15 neceſſarily to believe 
and do, he will find the matters 
of his Faith and Praflice clear- 
ly laid down in dire& expreſſi- 
ons and familiar conſequences, 
which flow as naturally from 
the exprefſe words, as ſweet 
drops do from an honey comb, 


telligibly offered to all ſorts of || 


not to be, wrung out with cap- 
; : Hous 


4. 


— —_ 


” "#  Y 
- 4* *z 


s* - 
« © \* 


of the Holy Scriptares. 


127 © 


tous ſyllogiſmes , and ftrained 


with ſubtle art, which do one- | 


[ly reſolve our faith into far 
fetcht conſequences. Here the 
learned and wlzarned may read 
[and eafily underſtand how they 
{are to be laved. Their Igno- 
| |rance is their ſinne, that do not 
read, or that read they care not 
how. And it 1s no wonder 
that ſuch as live wickedly, 
bring ſuch a diſguſt upon their 
ſoules, againſt the things here 
written, that at Jaſt they nei- 
ther care to read nor under- 
ſtand them, and by Gods juſt 
permiſſion being blinded , let 


the Print be never lo fair,ic will 


not be legibletothem,ſon cither 
can a blind man ſee the Sun. 
Thar theſe necetſary Truths 


are {0 plainly revealeg appears. 
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[that famous place of Moſes. 


| For this commandment , which 
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1. From the poſitive affir- 
mation of holy writ. 

2. By arguments, which are 
the juſt conſequents of ſundry 
places of Scripture. 

1, For the firſt ſort. of 


proofs we may take notice of 


I command thee this day, i is not 


——_Y 
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hidden from thee, neither 1s it 


far off. It is not in heaven, that 


thou ſhouldeſt ſay, who ſhall g0 


up for us to heaven and bring it 
anto us,that we may hear it and 
do it. Neither is it beyond the 
Sea that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, who 


| | ſhall go over the Sea for us, and, | 


bring it unto us that we may| 


hear it and do it? But the 


word is wery nigh unto thee 
\ Ae in thy 


pes... LP, beart, 


—— 
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heart, that thou mayſt do it. 
Thele- words Saint Paul 

e|[|applies to the New Teſtament, 

v0] Rom. 10.6,7,5;and it may well 

be ſo applyed in regard of the 

fl |perſpicuity of the Goſpel. For 

0 |as he fayes in his Epiſtle to the a 2. 

- | |Corinthians, we all with open|' 

bl | face behold as in a glaſs the glory | 

t|ff{ of the Lord, (1.e.) the doGtrine | 

| | of the Goſpel, and are changed | 

tf | into the ſame Iniage, &c. W uh 

olff | open face, for the weile that was 

||| *por: Moſes is pulled off. The 

Al} New Teftament is a Counterpart 

elf] of the, O/d, written in fairer 

offi letters. To this Truth, the reſt 


d|f|of the Diſciples bear witnelle. 4 
When our Saviour preached, | 
20 [he made ſuch plain revelations] - , {þ 


e lof Truth 3 that they ſaw with by 5 
. | r- John Þ7 
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word of life. And that which 
was ſpoken, 1s as eaſily nnder- 
flood, being written ; which 
lany body will grant, | unletle 
he be ſo abſurd as to fay , that 
we know not what our irzend 
means, when he writes to us 
chat which we could have un- 
derſtood, if he haddelivered it 
by word of mouth. 

Of thoſe many Arguments 
to prove this Truth, which are 
necellary conſequents from di- 
vers places of Scripture, Ihal] 
content my ſelf with theſc 
three. 

The frrft is taken from the 
[Reality of that lowe and regard, 
{which God profeſſeth to nans| 
[happineſſe in the beſtowing of| 
his Goſpel upon the world ; amd 

that is gxprefled thus; He world 
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to the hnowled, '8 of the Truth. 


The Apoſtle in the beginning} 


of che Chapter extucry tO a 
great Charity, which he would 
have exprelled in prayers for 
the good of al} men, and ayes, 
this 1s acceptable to God, who 
himſelf hath a Love to thcir 
lalvation,and to that end world 
bawe them come to the know- 
ledge of the truth; fo that in 
theſe words, God gives us to 
underſtand that he doth no: 
envie us eternal happineſle,bur 
doth extremely deſire it, and 
hath appointed means for the 
attajnment of it. Therefore 


thele means' are. reWplod ugg 


leſt we ſhould accuſe the di- 
vine Love for want of frnce- 
rity; we muſt conclude that 
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have all wen tobe ſaczed; come |" Tim, A 
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J derſtandably. Would God 
have us ſaved bythe knowledge 
or acknowledgement of his 
Truth, and will he not make 
the Truth knowable ? but how '9 
ſhall we know it, if it be mut- 
fled up in dark expreſſions? 
The Truth which is here meant, hh 
is the Goſpel, and that-he hath p 


written 1n {ſuch great Capital 


— 7 


- ay, 
Letters,that he which runs may "et 
read the way to ſalvation. || 


Why ſhould God ſpeak tous: 
in an unknown tongue ? that], 
which Panl fayes concerning _ 
the ule of intelligible ſpeechF}. 
(x6y@ woru®-) 1n diſcourfing 'of 
| heavenly things, 1s very appli- TO 
cable here. ' And even things "M 
{x1 without life giving ſound, whe-Þ;. 
E-: ther pipe or harp, gxcept theyſ;... 
| gives aſt intionnthe ounds, ou 
Es 331002, bow 
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how ſhall it be known what is 
piped or harped ? for if the 
trumpet givean uncertain ſound, 
who fhall prepare himſelf to the 
battel ? ſo likewiſe you , ex- 
cept you utter by the tongue 
words eaſte to be underſtood, how | 
ſhall it be known what is ſpo- 
ken? for ye ſhall ſpeak, into the 
ayre, therefore if I know not the 
| meaning of the woyce, [1 ſhall be | 
| unto him that ſpeaketh a Barba- 
| rian, and be that ſpeaketh, ſhall 
be a Barbarian unto me. Doth 
not God know this, and doth 
'F he not ſpeak accordingly? 
'y But how ſhall God pleaſe 
"Ythis yain world ? ſome are not 
ſatisfied, becauſe the Scripture 
is{o plain,they would have had 
it-compoled*in more-artificial| 
guiſe. - There rs not-aft exoutk &* 152. 
OK 3. 9 uſps, 
ot, ei Ll 
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| uſed » and 4s there t90 mhch 
too? LaSantizs im his fixth 
book de Vers Culta, whilſt he 
reproves their unpertinent fol- 
[ly , who are nor pleaſed with 
the wecemnt plarnneſſe of the 
Scriptare, C1VES the ſamme of 
this argument for a reaſon of 
that plajnneſſe. Nom 7gitnr 
Deus ( memntis, & wotis, 
lingae artefex drferte logui non 
poteſt ? imo vero ſanenma pro- 
videntia , carere faro veluit ea 
gue tlivina ſunt, uf ommes tn- 
telligerent, que vpſe ommebus fo- 
quzbatur. (1.0.) What? cannot 


the mind aud all ruftruments of 
ſpeech? Yes, but wiſdom tow 

Care , that thoſe divine things 
[which he» fpake It all, fhonld 
| wot þe.Cefgred weth" ſuch pain! 
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God ſpeak elegantly, who made| 


to 
15h 


and | 
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eay 


law 


{God about his judgements, but 
ſhe hath given-leave long ſince 


ſus ſhall be revealed from bea- 


| flaming fire, taking vengeance 


| that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord 


| Shall not the Tudge of all the 
earth do righ 
Flaw by which he will into | 
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ed art, as might make 
theyr leſſe underfiandable to 
att, efpecially being ſuch things 
Eternal Happi- 
as concern Eterna ppr 
nefſe. 

The ſecond argument is ta- 
ken from the proceſſe of divine 
Tuſftice , which is expreſlcd af- 


ter this manner , the Lord Fe- 


ven with his mighty Angels in 
on them that know not God, and 
eſus Chriſt. We muſt 


|Utake heed how we reaſon with 


to one to ask this queſtion, 


t2? If Cad (eta 


Arg.2., 
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us to unſufferable torments if] 
we be diſobedient , doth not! 
riohteouſneſle. require that the] 
law ſhould be made known to, 
us, or knowable by us? How| 
ſhall a man 'be condemned for 
19norance, it wiltulneſle be not 
added to make it afketed? will 
not that ignorance excule, 
which was invincible without 
bis fault ? what juſtice can pu- 


Iniſh a man for not doing that 


which he could not know! 
The condemnation muſt need; 
be hard , when the offendour 
could not underſtand that the 
Law was given, or what it 


meant. -! p 


He which doth not the wil 


of God ſhall be beaten, ſaith-ou 
Saviour., The. ſinner replies, 


wy i : 
cou]d not- know .3t; What ſaith 


- 


Our 
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our Saviour againſt that ? Thou 
child of darkneſſe, thou hated 
the light. He which would 
not obey , will not know; that 
truth which God hath graci- 
ouſly revealed, he doth detain 
in an unrighteous will. The 
plain notice of Gods Jaw will 
cut off all excuſes from thoſe 
which thall be condemned for 
diſobedience 

Men may diſpute , but 
when they are upon their 
knees, to deprecate the puniſh- 
ment of ſin, dare they object 
to God, that they could not 


know his will? So men fome- 


times cavill at God *or nor gi- 
ving them grace, and pretend 
to leave the matter ſo; but in 
prayer dg they make this plea: 


F SHOE: 0 Lord, thongleLy 
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did | fin, I [ could not help it ? be 
is one thing what people may 
| talk careleſly or upon deſign, 
it is another, what is whiſper'd 
by a ſtill voyce from an awa- 
| kened conſcience, 
"Arg.z, | Opon the plainneſſe of Gods 
| | revelation, depends the certain- 
of Chriſtian” Religion. This 
Pillar had need be firm, for. the 
beſt thing in the world reſts 
{upon it. What is acceptable to 
Chriſt, and what he will do for 
us, is to be known by the reve- 
lation which he hath made of 
'Y {his mind to us; but if that reve- 
F. [lation conceal his ſence;it doth 
= [not deſerve its name, nor bene- 
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{fir us. For notwithſtanding $ 

* [the aſſiſtance we receive from|Þ|,- 
*. +{it, weare Jeft ta. acknowledge +; 
| hin Subtied nos co\f{ff 
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preſſes , and depend upon him 
with a very infirm expe TFation. 
But; O bleffed Saviour , we 
have no reaſon to think our 
ſelves at a loſfſe ! thon haſt 


thou haſt explained the two 
great Commandements, and in 


and the Prophets. Thy Goſpel 
holds forth to us all particular 
duties both of Fazth and Love 
and Rrighteouſneſſe and Mercy. 
Thon haſt ſhewn us what kind 
of worſhip and worſhippers 
thon doſt regard, having com- 
'manded us to worſbip God it 
Spirit .and in Truth , with all 


| | tree apprehenſions and wor- 
oh fe; 


worſhip him with ancertain ex- 


told us plainly. of the Father, | 


ther the ſub = of the Law|: 


| 


jons; to ſeryg:God inj+, - * 
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{ted the vanities of ſ{uperſtiti- 
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The e Perſpiruit 
purity of heart; and haſt reje- 


on,though they be never ſo gay 
or coſtly, all :exteriour ſhews, 
which want the correſponden- 
cie., of inward goodnefle; fo 
that now we may well ſay, thou 
haſt ſhewed us men what is 
oood, and what the Lord our 
God. requires of us, even to do 


? muſtly,to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly with God. Thou thaſt 
taught us, how in all our reli- 
g010Us addreſſes we may come 
acceptably before the. Lord, 
and what Medziqtour we are to 
uſe, we need no longer ask, for 
thou haſt ſhewed us the ore 
Mediator between God and 
man, and told us for whom 
he will mtercede , , even all 


=" Yet out Po God: by brig, and 


. make 
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make them elves like un unto him. 
Thou haſt ſhewey us how thou | 
diet converſe with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Facob, the Prophets 
and Apoſiles, and that we alſo 
upon the ſame terms may be- 
come -the friends of God by 
Chriſt feſus , who is the ſame 
yeſterday, and to day, and for, 
ever; 1o that all good Chriſti, 

ans may ſay, and conclud 
they are certain of their way 
to God, the Scripture having 
revealed it as clearly as with 
Sun-beames. - The Scripture 
given by inſpiration is ſo pro- 

Guable for  doGirine , reproofe, 
correGion\, and inflruction in 
righteonſweſſe , that the man of |, 
God, (teacher or learner ) 15 
perfecily - furniſhed mrith dire- 
Chon ea \ good wother CORN 
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Now if any {hall fay the 
| force of thele arguments may 
be avoyded , though the Sget- 
ptures be not phin, if we 
have an infallible Interpreter 
to reſolve their doubtiulneſte, ||| c: 
and cleare their obſ{curity.|Þ| t/ 
[ anſwer, There 1s no que-|f| 2/ 
ſtion of that; But where | N 
that Interpreter ? it is harder|ſ|fo 
o find him, then the {encel}[ Ct 
of the moſt difficule Scripture. | in 
What will be anſwered, it| mn 
we ask thele few queſtjons|}} di 
concerning him? What ts his 
name? what Countrey-man it 
he? where doth he dwell? I 
his Commiſſion be not 'in the 
Scripture , how came he by 
it? if it be, in what word;|th: 
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lible Interpreter of Gods mind, 
Chriſt Feſus, and he hath re- 
quired of all his ſervants, that 
they preſume not to take any 
Maſterſhip in. this point. And 
call no man your Father upon 
the earth , for one is your Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven; 
Neither be ye called Maſters, 


for one is your Maſter , even 


incerpreted by moſt learned 
men as a command of Chrift, 
directed againſt mens ulurpa- 
tion of authority to impoſe up- 
on others, what they are to 
believe, The chicte Maſter in 
|ſl the Schoole of the Fewiſh Pro- 

phets , had ſuch authority, 
{chat no man might contradict 
what he faid, and in this 
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Chriſt. Theſe words are juſtly f* 
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Father , bur God who hath | 
taught us by him, whom he 
appointed to be our onely Ma-|J|t 
fer, (i.e.) Chriſt Teſus. [ 
How much thole are decei-|{|t 
ved,that aſſume rothemlelvesto}Þ]t: 
be infallible guides, and indeed] |t 
Di&ators to Gods Church, |e 
hath been ſhewen abundantly|}|b 
| by themſelves, and many lear-|}{|t] 
| ned men have forced them tolff{ w 
take notice of their erroars,\ſſ| 4 
and therefore I will inſiſt no] ro 
further upon this point. C 
And now we ſce with whatf ot 
{reaſon our Saviour cloſed - hisf tþ 
diſcourſe , faying , If they if 
believe not Moſes and the ProÞ| no 
phets , neither will they beff be 
. |perſwaded, though one roſe fromf| de 
the deaſ With which I ſhall] 
ri 
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part of this dilcourſle. 
Thoſe which arc.not fati(: 
hed with Gods truth ſo faicly 
propounded in the Scrip- 
tures, may pray to Abraham 
lto fend one from the dead 
|{|ro preach to them , if their 
IF cares itch for ſnch teachers; 
[but when he comes, would 
they believe him ? No, they 
|| would rather accoſt him thus: 


to fright ww? ÞV here is thy 
Certificate that thou waſt in the 
other world? We do not know 
that ever thou waſt dead, ot 
if thou art a Ghoſt , we hood 
not whether thou cameſt from 
heaven or hell. whither thy 
deſianie be to teach or to di- 


Ml fur u3. They ſay , good ſpi- 


rits do not: gonad, Woe thoy | 


Art thon come out of thy Grave| 


"The Credibility 1 
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haſt hid ſome. money ſomewhere. 
If thou comreft to diſcover any 
murder ,, tell us. People talk 
of Goblins to fright children 
and fooles , but doeſt thou think 
that we will leave our profits 
or pleaſures for a ſhade ? That 
this 15 too true, we have an 
inſtance in the Fewes,to whom 
our Saviour preached this 
point. For they had Lazarns 
(whether Chriſt alluded to his 
name or no) raiſed. from the 
grave, and he diſcourſed with 
the Phariſees; but as ſoon as 
he aflerted a truth , that crof- 
{ed their humqur, they would 
have killed him, and (ent him 


to the other hl again, A 


meſlenger of their unbelict. 
When men have no mind to 


Tun rel] 


SS ® 
"Y 


= their oP > they will quar-if 


of the Holy Scriptitres. © wap? 


— 


rell with the Meflcnger , and/ 
ask for another ; not that they 
will .then obey , but to gain 
a truce for diſobedience , Me 
as 50099 3B oF; wins Dapria, and 1N the 
mean time they will ſeek for 
|] [that which no doubt they will 
|| | find, (i.c.) ſomething to make 
|| [themſelves believe, that the 
|| {next will not be 19 ſent nei- 
ther, but that they ſhall be 


able to except againſt him. 
| | Application. 1 
, 1. Upon. the conſideration * 
«||| [of the things premiled : firſt, { 
"Il [Let us be thankeful to the Grace 4 


diff [of God, and the care of bis di- 
nll | {ine Providence, for tranſmit- 
alll |tzng to-15 the Holy Scriptures,| ®: 
£|þ| | great Teftimonies.may one call] ; _ 
ro them , or high Congteſies of] =; 
thar Protydence # High Cour- 
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Ichief , his care hindred it. 


\ teſtes they 3 are, being the 
| ſtreames of that River of 
Truth , which refreſhed the 
City of God, (1.e.) his Church 
ſo long agone. But they-are 
alſo great Teſtimonies of Gods 
Providence , when ſo many 
wich buſie eagerneſſe ſought 
to damme them up, that they 
might not come at all, o 

to poyſon them , that Fe 
might arrive as Mini of 
errour and death. Gods good- 
neſle permitted not the mil-, 


This is that Alpbexs, that runs 
under the earth , dives under 
the Sea ,, not mixing with its 
brackiſh ' waters , but riſes up 
{weet and clear in the beloved 
Arethuſa » unto which God 
fonts? It, When chi .N0/Y Writ 
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ſeemed to be ſunk in one place, 

(as Ovid ſpeaks of Lycys.) 

Sic nbi terreno Lycus eſt epotus 
hiatu; 

Exiſtit procul hinc, alioque re- 
nalcitur ore. 

It riſeth in another, and| 
brings up and Jands ſafe the 
Truths which were committed 
unto 1t, as Hiſtorians report 
of the aforelaid river. If Moſes 
applauded the Jewes happi- 
nefſe, when he had finiſhed 
his Mtetench , ſaying, What 
nation 13 ſo happy , whole 
Statutes are ſo righteous ? &c. 
how happy are we , did we 
but know it , when God hath 
finiſhed the Revelation of his 
will, filled it with all nece(- 
lary truths; ,platnly. Jet-down 
and given us the Bible for-the 
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We ought to be content | 


Pandetis of them? He hath 
drawn down his love from 
generation to generation , and 
hath made this great inſtance of 
it to reach us alſo: That which 
1s made for great neceſſities, 15 
kept with equal care. The Sun 
by not ſo appointed, that it can 
| be blowne out with bellowes, 
or that the lightof itcan be 1n- 
tected with noyſome vapours. 

2. Secondly, Let us be con- 
tent wich the Scriptures, (ie.) 


let us be ſatisfied with what) 
God hath not only eſteemed e-/ 
nough,but alſo proportioned to. 
us as a very bountiful allowance. 
Thele are perfe& qnd plain, 
we need no more; and thoſe 
which pretend a further want, 
are not gnly-phantaſtic | or de- 
ECTUCY'S 5 :but they mult a_ 
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be allo ſo injurious unto God, 
as to ſay that he hath neg- 
lected to tell us, what or 
where it 1s. Let all ſober 
minds repole here as in their 
fate conduct, and not luffer 
themſelves to be: led out of 
the way either by mens uſurp- 


ed authority, or pretended re- 
velations, (i. e.) byother mens 
or our own private ſpirits. 

By mens uſurped authori- 
ty, either as dictating new 
things, or putting them- 


|| 


name: EY would rave bur 


ſelves "A Infallible Interpreters 
of the ſence of thele writings. 

All V/urpers in this kind find- 
ing it impoſſible to make a new 
Scripture , attempt to make 
the ſence , which 1s the Scrip- 
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the int? rpretation 3 3 why, that's 
too much of all confcience. 
But do they think ſo to get 
the Soveraignety over our 
foules, and make that an ob- 
ligation to believing, which 
was never in. any mats pow- 


| er to appoint? Chryſoſlome told 
1them otherwiſe in his twen- 


tieth Ho-nily upon the ſeventh 
of Matthew (it thatwork be his) 
Omnis door eft ſervns legis, 
quia neque ſnpra legem addere 
poteſt aliquid de ſuo ſenſu, nec 
\ubtrahere aliquid ſecundum 
proprium intellecium , fed hoc 
tantummodo predicat , quod 
habetur in lege : (1. ce.) Eve- 
ry DoGtor ts a ſervant of the 


* [Law; becauſe he can neither 


adde any thing to it, of his 
ſr ſence 5.mor take away any 
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[I am ſure, they fit downe in it 


but becauſe it 1s the plain wall 
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thing from it according to his 
private underftanding, but onely 
deliver that which he findes 
there. Thoſewhich conform not 
to this truth by him worthi- 
ly afſerted may pretend that 
whilſt they go to God, they 
permit him to fitin his Throne, 
but when others cometo ths 


themſelves. If any man tell us 
what 1s the plain ſence of the 
$cripture, we are bound to be- 
lieve it, not b-caule he tells us, 


of God. But if any man fayes, 
this 15 the word of God, rhis 
ſence 1s plain to me, I dointer- 
pret it right, and you mult, and 
ſhallbelicve it,thisis to makehis 


own will to us, what he prergpds 
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oy contre When one had fitted ſucha 

"4 Creſcon. . | : 
Li.2. | yoke, to Anguſtines neck in a 
H C4P-32- | letter of Cyprian,he thruſt it by 
| thus, Egoþuy nsEpiſtol: » authori- 
| tate non teneor, quia literas Cy- 
# | priant, non ut Canonicas habeo, 


[ſed eas ex Canonicis conſidero, 


| 


), quod i in iis divinarum ſcrip- 
turarum authoritat i congrutt , 
cum laude ejus accipio, quod au- 
tem non congruitt , cum Pace 
ejus reſpno, (1. c.) I am not 


obliged by the authority of this 


Epiſtle, becauſe I take not Cy- 
prians Jetters for Canonical, but 
I conſider them by thoſe that 
are Canonical; and whatſoever 
I find in his that agrees with 
the authority of the Holy Scri- 
tures, T receive it with his 
praiſe , ' but that which agrees 


not, vs his good ry I refuſe 
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See the improvement of 
cruel] pride ? The eager 
Tyrant cryed for another 
world to plunder; but theſe 
men are -not content with a- 
nother of the ſame ſort, they 
invade the intelligible world, 
commit rapine upon Soules, 
and make havock of the 
Church, to which Angels re- 
ferre but as miniſtring S pirits, 
and Lord it over Gods beri- 
tage,which the Apoſtles beſought 
to be reconciled to God , never 
commanded any thing in their 
own name, and onely thoſe 
things, for which they ſhewed 
unqueſtionable Commiſſion. 

Thele Confiderations made 
Tertullian ſay, Nobis nihil licet 
ex noſtro arbitrio indulgere, Jed 


nec eligere grad aliquis.de arbi-| 
| _Iioh, 
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trio ſuo induxerit. Apoſtolos Do- 
mini habemus authores , qui nec 
ipſs quicquam de ſuo arbitri 
quod inducerent , eligerunt, ſed 
acceptam a Chriſto diſcipli- 
nam fudeliter nationibus aſſts- 
narunt, (1. e. ) We may not 
indulge our own will , nor 
chuſe that which others bring 
in at their pleaſure : Herein 
following the example of the 
Apoſtles of our Lord , who nei- 
ther appointed any thing of their 
own choyce, but faithfully deli- 
wered to the world, that which 
they had received of Chriſt. 
There is a Church which 
calls her ſelfe by a fine name, 
The Miftris of our Faith,but it is 
to0 zmperious for Chriſts$ pouſ, es 
tor ſhee is, and we know who 
taught her,and commanded her 
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to be, meek; but uſurpation | 
needs cunning, and cannot ſta 
in moderate bounds; and there- 
fore the Romaniſts deny the 
people leave to read the Scrip- 
tures, which is but a needful ar- 
tiace, for if that Screene were 
not put up,they would ſee them 
uſurp their power, and under- 
ſtand how groundlefle it 1s, 
and beſides, beholding there 
the naked lovely face of Gods 
Church , they would ſoon 
perceive 'how unlike their #g- 
ly wizard 1s tot. 

But we are ſecure if we 
keep here, and it any body 
talk of ſomething that is not 
in thele two Teſtaments, eve- 


ry good Chriſtian may aes- | 


(wer with Origen , Si quid au- 
tem ſuperfuerit quod divina 
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_ [for us to know , and keep thoſe 
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| ſcriptura non decernat , null am 
aliam tertiam (cripturam debe. 
re ad authoritatem ſcientie ſuſ- 
cipi, id Deo reſervemns. 
(1. e. ) That which is not de- 
clared in theſe two Teſtaments, 
we permit not to be ſupplied by 
a third, we leave it to God, 
who hath made theſe two , Ca- 
niftrum perfeGionis , ( as the 
lame Origen calls them) a fair 
large basket , perfeGly contain- 
ng all that heawenly bread 
which we need for our ſoules; 
and therefore we may juſtly 
lay further with him, Ser venus 
eas menſuras quas nobis per le- 
giſlatorem Lex ſpiritualis e 
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which God hath thought enough 
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giver hath appointed in his 
ſpiritual Law, (1.e.) the Scrip- 
=[[tares.. Let us take heed allo of | 
f.|f| Enthuſiaſmes. What would 
2=|f| vatn man have ? he cares not 
S,|[| for theſe poor ſcriptures; he 
[| would have a Revelation, (1.c.) 
{|| he flights the greateſt Rewela- 
1-|f|t:0 that ever was. Such men 
e|f|make the ſame uſe of the ſ{cri- 1 
r|[pture, as thole do , who ha- 1 
2-|f|ving received-a command to | 
4|[| pray for divine afliſtances, will 
|| not pray till they be fo afliſt- 
lyſſ[ed, as that they cannot well | 
#||chuſe, and yet will not pray 
e-|fl| then neither. They will have # 
|| divine Revelation, and when 
1] they have, they neither know| | 
fit, nor are content with it.|. , | 
ſel} They would have ſome body | 
[ail none the Sea,to fetch that| 
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which 1s 0 this fide already. 
They are not pleated with what 
they have on earth, till ſome 
|body go to Heaven to fetch 
it. -Alas! Such need not much 
trouble themſelves for a Rewe- 
lation, as long as a private im- 
pulſe will ſerve. But let us 
hearken onely to theſe faith- 
ful directions ſealed by God 
for our ſecurity ; theſe cannot 
deceive us in things neceſſary, 
for they are plain, nor can ob- 
ſeurer places hurt us; unleflc 
we be either raſk, and reſolve 
that ſhall be the true ſence, 
which we fancy,or elſe ſordid; 
and ſuffer others to put their 
ſence upon us;for ſo indeed we 
may build il] things, not upon 

the moſt holy word of God, but 
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cauſe the Scriptures are not {o 
much the words, as the ſence, 
let us endeavour to get the 
meanihg of Gods word ; which 
ro do, is both our great Duty, 
and our trze Right : For none 
will be condemned for us, if 
we believe wrong. It was a 
noble ingenuity in the parks 
ans that they would not be-| 
lieve Paul, but upon ſearch of 
of the Scriptures; and as i 
would have been a ftrange 
thing in Paul to have offered 
at the command of their faith, 
denying them liberty to ſearch, 
ſo it 1s an zgnoble pride'in the 


3- To prevent this, and be- | 


Papiſts, or any that follow ſo].*,- » | 


tnworthy an example, to re-|+; 


quire our faith upon their 


{Me , nn of 
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Lets Hs ay up con road | 


| 

| 10t our own; unleſte thatwe 

ſhould be faved by the faith of 
lothers; or that thoſe which 
make' us believe wrong, would 
| be puniſhed for us, or be con- 
4 tent to have that which they 
| are to believe unpoſed upon 
them by others. 

Ambroſe {peaks pertinently 
to this point , Coli myſterinm 
doceat me Deus ipſe qui condi- 
dit, non homo qui feipſum igno- 
ravit;, cut magis de Deo quam 
Deo rredam? ( 1. e. ) let God 
himſelf teach me the myſteries 
of heaven who made it, not nran 
who does not knowhimſelf,whoſ : 

, [report. concerning God' fhould 

* [we credit ſo much as bis own! 
| ++ | Now we muſt endeavour to 

'z --,,, {obtain the true meaning of the 
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|fervent prayers. of an humble 
ſpirit. We ſhould read with a 


ledge, and meditate ſo, as that 
we diſcover not a n2gligence, 
which 1s contradictory to erue| 
deſire,and pray thae the divitic 
(pirit which indited chem, may 
teach us 10 to underſtand them, 
that by the aſliſtance of his ex- 
cellent illuminations, the wil- 
[dome of Gads word may dwell 
plentifully.in us. 
| 1t 7s requiſite alſo that we 
ſbould abandon all prejudite, 
and preconce ived 0P1N10KS, and 
bring candid and © diſingaged 
ſpirits, to the reading of this 
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| deſire of that heavenly. know-| 


ling, ſerious nieditation; and the | "I 7 
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| Holy Book. Hilary ſpeaks EXy T9 73 
llently to this point, Optic] 
core ui i. den, + in-\ = 
3 


{16 al "0 Ts us op content | 
F773 x. | \ telligentiam expefiet 2 difi 
"de Tri- 
Fit, \ potins-quam imponat, @» retule 
| rit magis quam attulerit, nequ 
cogat id wideri diftis contineri, 
'* 1 quod ante leftionem preſumpſe- 
rit intelligendum. (i. e.) he 1; 
the beſt Reader that expefs the 
underſtanding of the words from 
the words themſelves, rathe 
then puts it upon them,and takes|| 
it of them, rather then brings 
it to them ; nor compells the 
words to ſeem to conteine that, 
which before reading, he reſol- 
ved to have underſtood by them.|Þ ** 
pho which contradi& this} ſe 
: method , may well go away| th 
* + | without Gods meaning, fo 
&--©, |they came not forit. 

: ; There 1s another thing alſo da 
that does extremely facilitate in 
*,:Jour AS in the knows 
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Wedge of divine myſteries , and 
that is ſewcere obedience , and 
humble entertainment of the 
{heavenly light. It is a ſure rule 
[that will never be antiquated, 
If any man will do his will , he 
ſhall know of the doftrine whe: 
ther it be of God.. Whilſt eager 
| diſputers loſe the ſence of the 
Scriptures, and their ſoles 
withall, the humble praGiſer 
|of Gods will ſecures the ſence, 
and his ſalvation too. He will 
Nl teach the bumble his wayes. The 
sf ſecret of the Lord is with theſe] e 
vilthat fear him. Whileſt we 
"Phew our ſelves faithfully by | 
; wick to this true gui- 


off dance,we ſhall not only be led 
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ze into all neceflary Truths, oa : 


alas we do 1 improve jn goognels, in 4 
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% 


\ged. [The humble and obedient 


*}to his Father, upon the conſi- 
: [pderation. of+it, 1 thank thee 0 
- "7 me Lory oh Brown + earth 


4 OS. 


have advantage of all other 
men Yn this' point, for chough 
they may ſtand upon the lower 
ground | in regard of natural or 
acquired abiiities, God doth fo 
fove good fon!s, that they ſhall 
nvt milcarry for want of ſuch 
helps. It were an extreme va- 
nity to think that none ſhall 
| be ſaved, except ſuch as can 
mak? Syllogiſmes , or that _ 
Bil: was given only for great) 
Scholars to diſpute on. How] 
deep a ſympathy the meek, Lamb 
of God had with the fairequity 
of this diſpenſation , 1s excel- 
[lently Genified by the affeio- 
nate A 1.9% pong hemade 
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becauſ, e thouhaſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent , and 
haſt revealed them unto babes. 

Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeem- 
ed pood in thy ſrobt. How. pal- 

fonately doth the dear Sor of 
God pleaſe himſelf in the em- 


braces of the Divine will in this 
mater; 2 and with greateſt bo: 
ſon, for that will pleaſerh 1 it (elf, 
only in ſuch a way as is fully 


correſpondent to the divine 


wiſdom and goodneſſe. And all 
true followers of Chriſt are like- 


wile poſſeſſed with vaſt ſatisfa- 
Gions and full complacence , 
ever accompanied with joyful 


thanksgiving , when they are} - 


[achnitted to behold the rare 


1 oportions of Gods works, the} 


Moſt admirable reaſonableneſſe 
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| Gods promiſe,but is indeed 7n it 


vainly puffed up with conceits 
of their knowledge, neglect this 
moſt xeceſſary and greateſt wiſ- 
dom,God (lights their preſump- 
tion, and paſlcth them by with 
diſregard,and giveth ſuch grace 
to the Humble, as maketh them 
wiſe to ſalvation; \o that This 
Temper 1s not only ſecured by 


| "lrg that the light of God ſhines 


ſelf the moſt diſpoſed and qua- 


lified for divine illuminations. 


A good ant honeſt heart is like a 


oile fit and prepared ior the 11- 
mortal ſeed, as our Saviour hath 
taught us. And this 1s ſo known 
2 Truth, that all wife men have 
propounded purification of 
heart as a rare method of attain- 
ing true knowledge,and ys 
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purified with the flames of di- 


ſpirit , for they ſhall ſee God. 
Fogges of luſt darken the Intel- 
telle&, a ſoul 
fin is "A" uncapable. Diſ- 
honourable affe&ions cheriſht by 
awicked life,bring on a ſottiſh- 
nefſe of mind, and dulneſle of 
fancy. 

But I have ſpoken of this 
Temper of foul, not only be- 
cauſe it doth highly capaci- 
tate us to the knowledge of 
God,but beccaule the perfecti- 
on of it 18 the true ?mprovenent 
of the Scriptures, words, and 
ſence, and in the happy produ& 
of it all excellent knowledge 
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vine love. Bleſſed are thepure in|. 


elled wich| 


ought to terminatc. All ipe-} 
culation ſeparate from this'1s | 
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man miſerablg in the midſt of 

| his contemplations, Jet the ſub- 

| je& of them be what it will, 
even the revelations of the di. 
vine will : Ho not the Reader, 
or knower, but the Dotr ſhall be 
bleſſed, therefore let us take 
| heed, leſt for any fair ſhew we 
[loſe this true ſubſtance, and in- 
[ſtead of ſeeming profound in 
knowledge , Pak in controver- 
fres,Maſters of an opinion,or any 
\uch poor cantemptible matter, 
let us become true lowers , and 
fo ncere practiſers of thoſ, e di- 
» [vine Truths, which are here 
\ _ .. [declared by God; Firſt, indeed 
#6 | chat they might paſsinto our x#- 

| derflandings,but with this prin- 
G&rpal intention, that our hearts 
: [by thas gyeanes might be enga- 
- + 7, geFto- at trme A FTY of them 
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This we ſhall more cally per- 
form, if we indeavour., as we 
ought, to overcome two great 
hinderances (tor the things are 
not grievous in themlelves. ) 

i. If we ſtrive Chriſtianly 
againſt our indiſpoſutions; this 
is requiſite , for otherwiſe we 
ſhall ever and anon pretend 
impoſlibilities in our duty , 
and then we ſhall not onely 
grudge at the performance of 
it, but allo quarrel with Divine 
Equity , Juſtice, and Goodneſſe, 
which hath appointed us fit 
duties, ſuch things as in the 


clarations that we may know 


ciful A ſſiftances, that Wemay do 


them, Now;if we; ingul c 
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matter are beſt for us, and}. 
whereof it hath given plain de-t 


them, and doth continue wter- Ix 
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| own ſloth , we ſhall ſeck 
grounds of complaint , where 
we ought molt to be ſatisfied, 
and at [aft fall into deſperate 
murmurings,as the diſobedient 


iniquities, and thou regardeſl 
not our damnation. Nay , if our 
Fathers have eaten ſour grapes, 
our teeth muſt be ſet on edge 
for it. 

2. If we flrive manfully 


we do not, we Thall make al- 
[narements to fin of imcourage- 
ments to Duty, Gods mercies : 
-- or we ſhall ſeek a vain refuge 
| 4 for {in in that, which is put for 
| be proof of our fidelity; as eye- 
-— {ry ſtate of ſuffering is, and in 
© Jboth prepoſterouſly frame the 
- Treafon of not-ſirping;"intg a 
Fog not, 
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againſt Temptations, which if] 


Jewes did, We pine away in our | 
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| Childiſh excuſe of Diſobedi- 
|ence. So: Adam began, The 
woman” that thou gaveſt to be 
with me, —_—_ me ſome, and 1] |&=3- 
did eat. The woman that thou 

gaveſt me ? See, how he crooks 
the Rib again ! was it better to 
have been without her ?-it was 
111 to be alone before thon hadſt 
company, and 1s it good now, 
when thou haſt made an ill uſe 
of it? The woman,that he ſpeaks 
of after this faſhion, was given 
him for a meet help; and muſt 
[the divine goodnefſe be up- 
braided with his own gift , be- 
cauſe he had perverted the uſe}  .. 
of it? It was the worſt inſtance |, 
of excuſe alleaged in the unfir-] 
teſt time , for the gift was bes *Þ 
| come an aggravation of the fin,\*+ - 
ſand. the ipgratituds?thapld} 
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| have been can. Man all 
that God gives to carelels men 
become of no better uſe,then a 
oreat eſtate left to a young and 
fooliſh heir ? muſt not God be 
good, leit we be bad? Becauſe 
men abuſe Gods gitts, will they 
therefore wiſh that they had 
never received them?they will, 
Quam wellent ſreptris nunqguanr 
fulpſſe ſuperbis ! 
But what is that to God ? they 
ſhew only that his mercies were| || 
too. good for them; for they 
have abuſed them. | 
Andifany condition be affli- 
Give, weare to Jook upon the 
BP... difficulties of duty, as ſpurres to 
We | 2ertue , trials of our Ingennity 
£ qler to enhaunce the reward,and|}:| 
4 [wear toeſteem them alwayes| 
L we | forgets, to 8990. men : for 
4, 28" EE _God| 
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; Holy Scriptures. 


Lb 


not be tempted abowe what we 
we ſhould make that uſe of | 
 them;that the Apoſtle doth;Let 
us be ficdfaſt in a well grounded 


our labqur is not in vain , and 


Eternal life. | 
To conclude briefly , fance 


| God hath magnified the word of 
bis W i domt and Grace which he |. 


| hath given to us'in the Scrip- 


|turesabove any other Naxe or 
| Notice of his M:z4 or Love to 
| us, Tet us take heed. For as the & 
| Heathens knowing God, and not #1; i 
glorifying him as God,were juſts] + 23 


ly condemned to great abſurdi-|";. 
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God hath cronitled that we ſball | 


are able to bear; and therefore} 


Religion,and unmoveable. from 
the oberlience of it,fince we know | 


that the reward is no lefle then} 
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ties againſt their Net gh be 
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| have been confeſſed. Muſt all 
{ that God gives to.carele(s men 
become of no better uſe,then a 
great eſtate left to a young and 
fooliſh heir ? muſt not God be 
good, leſt we be bad? Becaule 
men abuſe Gods gitts, will they 
therefore wiſh that they had 
never received them?they will, 

Quan wellent ſreptris nunguan 

fulþpſſe ſuperbis 

But what is that to God ? they 
ſhew only that his mercies were 
too good for them; for they 
have abuſed them. 

Andit any condition be affli- 
Give, weare to Jook upon the 
+ | difficulties of duty, as ſpurres to 
bs - — | | gertue , trials of our lugennzty 
"0 qler to enhaunce the reward,and 
4 [we are to eſteem them alwayes 
LOS, pongerelly, £0 8990. men : God 
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not be tempted above what we 


we ſhould make that uſe of 
\ them;that the Apoſtle doth;Let 
us be ficdfaſt in a well grounded 
Religion,and unmoveable. from 
the obedience of it,fince we know | 
our labgur is not in vain , and 


To conclude briefly, fi nce 


| God hath ma gnified the word of 
bis Waſdowt and Grace, which he. 


hath given to us'in the Scrip- 
tures above any other Name or 


| Notice of his Mizd or Love to 
| us, let us take heed. For as the| 
'| Heathens knowing God, and not 
glorifying him as God,were juſts] - 
ly condemned to great ab urdi- 


are able to bear ; and therefore} 


that the reward 1sno lefle then]: 
| Eternal life 
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[nefitof Law and Goſpel, the Meſ- 


for they detained it itt robe: 
onſnes,& Goddid but make that 
wunſerviceable to them which 
they had, not without great 
wrong,made unuſeful to him. 


Andas the Fews not regarding 
the endof the Law loſt the be- 


'fiah andPaleſtine:So tholeChri- 
| brought the loft Revelation of 


{muſt needs be deprived of the 


ftians which refuſe 'him that 
ſpeaks from Heawen,. who hath 


Gods will , which he meant 
ſhould abide;and calls it xiauler; 


Great ſalvation which his Goſ- 
| pel ofters,that 15,Eternal life. 
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' perſpicue traduntur in 
ſacra Scriptura. 


Ic inſolenti nempe diligentii, 


{olent, 


Audace freti (cui quid invium? ) 
Tubo, 

In ipſa Solis adyta rimari viam; 

Secum unde varias, fi placet Dis, 
auferunt 

| Maculaſq; faculaſque,quas peren- 
niter | 

Natare puro in fonte Luminis 
crepant. 

Sic ille quondam ſapere vituseſ> 
fibi 


tilts 


Omnia ad ſalutem neceſſaria| 


Male curioſa turba,Philoſophi 
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| Belle & venuſte, dum Sophiſty 2 2 
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Atram. efle (quidquid ſenſus ol 
ſtrepat ) nivem. 
Scilicet, 1t3 eſt ztatis infortunium 


Padorque noſtrz, quz nec in-' 


tachum finit 


Iſtud,quod unum eſt lumine omni! 


clarins 
Iſtud,quod unum eſt velnive omni 

| purius ; 5 
Iſtud, quod unum eſt omni odore 

ſuavius. 


|Summique Codex ImperatorisDet, 


Quo pacta coli, quo ſupremz 
Curiz 

Decreta habentur, S& ſtatuta Ce- 
litas 

Delapſa,quo vel ſumma ſtat noſtrz 


339 ret; 


Impune noneffugit in gratas manus. 
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Intenſa Calo turba! cu nil eſt] 


| 


(179) 


Squalloreveritatisinceſtent Jubar;) 
Amabilemq;nubibus rapiantdiem, 
Adeon'videntur illa plena myſtici 
Effata ſenſus,ſenſa plena Numinis, 
- Obſcura vobis, rortuoſa, nubila : 
Cortina quale fuditolmmOraculum 
Dubium involutum Pythii ore 
Dzmonis ? | 
Nec ef{: cautum generis humani 
ſatis 
Beatitati,nec {aluti Civium 
Urbis ſupernz,nift przterea noyo, 
Niſi peregrino Jure ſervilem in 
_ modum 
Premantur,atque liberum ſubdant 
caput ? | 
Ergone quidvis fic licenter finge-} 


Fabricare centum Fabularum|- 
ſchemata, 1: 
Cenſetis cle fas ptumgue ; - din S 
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Populo dare venim ; mucidamg; 

Cabbalam 

Sic addidifle Legibus ſcriptis j ju-! 
vat ? 

Conchyliatis fi quis ac Tapetibus 

Putrem 1nficetus ad{uat laciniam : 

Apage indecentes, apage, nugas 

has procul. 

Benignus itle Conditor rerum ac 
Parens, 

Hominumque ſolus qui gubernat 


| 


is 


- {Excutite, {qua forte ſcintilla eſt 


| Mcntis relicia, hoc in Theatro 


omnia, 

Jugiq; fotu malcet impenſifſime, 

Nobis regundisJura non alia wl 

Voluir nec alios ferre,nec certe eſt 
OPUus. | 
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(181) 
(Geſtit doceri) qualis ad ceelum| 
patet 
Sublimis aditus, qualis ad ſtellas 
Via | 
Acclive ſurgitigneo trafu micans. 
Animus ſui contemptor, & quem 
{xpius 
Vindexque culpz lacryma & cre- 
ber rigat 
Pio imbre fletus, advolutus qui 
Deo 
Frequens ſolenſq; gratiam offtenſz 
rogat : 
Quem ſpe beata fulcit immortalitas 
Sequentis v1, teque prezeuntem 
viam | 
Sequitur anhelus licet & impari| *.»} 
a . 
Te, Jeſu ! itineris auſpicem ac du- s | 
cem ardui : ar, {8 
Qucm nec I plots, nec We +4 
+ bite, © 2. 
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7 Aulzve pompa ; quem nec aſperi ||| 

' minax | 
Fortuna tempeſtate tranſverſum |[|C 
| L 
N 


| rapit - 

: Quem mentis haud "00 ſimpli- 
.. citas juyat 3 

'Quzq; generolo peftore niveum |||. I 


'.-.enitct $ 
{Auguſta virtus; quem fides cir-[I|C 
.cumyolat 


E [ Caſta, atque pura labisinnocentia;|||$ 
Ev Quique irretorto vertice ac oculo 
| 2 [i videt þ 
> [Calcatque faſtum ſcculz : ſola ad I; 
= |. docet, I 
py: iHac {ola monſtrat ſacra Pagina : ||. 
+: has:Roſas, ut 
1 Liliaque,ſolus iſte Paradiſus dabit. 
{Ubi quzque facro rore gemmat| || ( 
4B b vocula : ; 

ll di Rala Sharon, mille nulle flo- 
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Halans odores, tundit Ambrofio e | 


[| finu. 
O Charaſalve Pagina ! unice tibi 
Debetur Iſtud, fi quid uſptam fiet 
Nolſtr1 beatum, f1 quid aſtris addi- 
tum. 
.Iterumque adeo ſalve ! Ipſa & im- 
men{m es Mare 
Quo taa, (quanta, quanta fit) 
merg queat 
Sophia, & reducius finus es ipla, 
quoFides 
Adhuadoleſcens& pufilla luſerit. 
Fluitas es 1pla Delos & portatiles 
Delpl; (fed hic Apollo non eſt 
 Lofias) 
[Ubi arlque Myſtes ſanQus eft, 
unc & ſ1bi 
| Orac't quiſque prompſerit pro re | 
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Oraci cunGis evoluta ambagy 
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Cp 0 Lucem predicenius : |; 
Fulgida cs: 

; Seatebrinia noſftrzx te falutis ; 

- Limpida 65} 

| Viamyve fſurſiim, que t una ducit ; 

| Lactea ES. 
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